
Construction Plan Rationalization

The plan for construction was formulated after conducting numerous meetings with design 
and construction staff. The premise for this plan was to “get in and get out quickly,” and 
provide a rehabilitated interstate that won’t require extensive maintenance for decades 
to come. Rehabilitating this section of interstate through traditional methods would 
require lane closures on both sides of I-385 for up to two mile lengths and could result in 
the construction phase of the mainline to exceed two years. This plan would complete the 
mainline construction in approximately eight months and reduce the overall construction 
duration by well over one year. Using this construction plan will also greatly reduce costs. 
“The total construction cost for this detour plan is $60.9 million which provides savings in 
the amount of $34.6 million when compared to a traditional staged construction plan that 
would cost approximately $95.5 million over three years.” Finally, by using this construction 
plan SCDOT will be able to fully upgrade the existing deteriorated pavement with new 
high-strength concrete. Engineering analysis indicated that the original pavement, which 
was designed and built over fifty years ago, was inadequate to meet the future traffic growth 
in the next twenty to thirty years. The new pavement is designed to meet the projected traffic 
demand with the least maintenance for the foreseeable future.
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Additional Travel  
Length: 17 miles



I-385 History

Interstate 385 was originally US Route 276. It was converted to an interstate facility in 1984 to 
better accommodate the increasing traffic demand throughout the region. In 2007 the average 
daily traffic within the project corridor was 21,900 and is expected to grow to 38,325 by 2027.

Project Scope

This interstate rehabilitation project extends from mile post 0 at the I-385/I-26 interchange 
north up I-385 approximately 15 miles. It will consist of removing some of the existing asphalt 
interstate and replace it with approximately ten inches of concrete. The interstate will also be 
widened toward the median to add shoulders where needed to provide a finished typical section 
that has a 4’ inside paved shoulder, two 12’ travel lanes, and a 10’ outside paved shoulder. This 
will raise the finished grade of the interstate and cause SCDOT to raise six overpass bridges 
approximately 2’ to provide a minimum vertical clearance of 16’. The flyover bridge  
that connects I-26 westbound to I-385 northbound will also be replaced within the scope  
of this project.

I-385 Northbound Detour Dates

Detour of I-385 northbound traffic begins January 4, 2010. Completion scheduled 
for August 15, 2010.

Project Construction Plan

This project will be constructed in three phases with the first being the bridge jacking of the 
overpass bridges crossing I-385 within the project corridor. This will involve jacking SC Route 
308, S-53 (Bellview Church Road), SC Route 49 (Yarborough Mill Road), S-31 (Fleming 
Mill Road), Secondary Road 23(Metric Road), and county Road L-267 (Lincoln Road) all in 
Laurens County. These overpass bridges will need to be closed for approximately one month to 
accomplish the jacking. The contractor will be instructed that adjacent overpasses shall not be 
closed simultaneously as well as the two SC Route bridges (SC 49 and SC 308). This restriction 
is aimed to minimize detour lengths to motorists within the project area. The bridge jacking 
project is scheduled for a May 2009 let with a target completion date in December 2009.

The second phase of the project will encompass the rehabilitation of I-385 northbound from mile 
post 0 to 14.9 and the bridge replacement of the flyover bridge that connects I-26 westbound 
to I-385 northbound. I-385 northbound will be closed from I-26 to SC Route 101, and will be 
detoured up I-26 to I-85. All access to northbound I-385 from the crossing routes between I-26 
and SC 101 will also be closed. This will allow the contractor to rehabilitate I-385 northbound 
quickly without the presence of traffic. Four crossovers will be constructed in the median prior to 
the completion of construction activities associated with the rehabilitation on I-385 northbound. 
Two will be at the US Route 221 interchange with the other two crossovers at opposite ends of 
the project on I-385. These crossovers will be utilized to relocate I-385 southbound traffic onto the 
newly rehabilitated I-385 northbound lanes.

The third phase of the project will encompass the rehabilitation of I-385 southbound from mile 
post 0 to 14.9 and the completion of the bridge replacement of the flyover bridge that connects I-26 
westbound to I-385 northbound. Southbound traffic will be transferred to the newly rehabilitated 
I-385 northbound lanes using the crossovers outlined in the second phase. The only access to 
southbound I-385 will remain at the northern crossover and the US Route 221 crossover during 
rehabilitation of I-385 southbound. I-385 northbound will continue to be detoured up I-26 to I-85.

The interstate rehabilitation and flyover bridge replacement projects are scheduled to be  
let together as one project in August of 2009 with a target completion date in August of 2010. 
The contractor will not be allowed to close I-385 
northbound and institute the detour up I-26 until 
January of 2010 and will have approximately eight 
months to complete construction activities.

Media outlets will be contacted and provided 
with detour information to include timelines in 
advance of any detour. Work zone intelligent 
transportation systems will be implemented 
during this project. Also, information regarding 
the project detours will be provided at the rest area 
adjacent to westbound I-26 in Newberry County 
and at the Welcome Centers at the Georgia and 
North Carolina state lines  
adjacent to I-85.

Visit 

www.mapquest.com  

for an avoidance route  

and directions


