I1.d.1 - Greeley Park

COMMUNITY INPUT MEETING and SITE VISIT:
April 10, 2008

RECREATION SUB-DISTRICT PRESENTATION:
May 20, 2008 - Westside Community Center

OVERVIEW:

Greeley Park 1s located at the corner of Fulwer St. and S. Fant St. This
park is located at the original site of the Greeley Institute and now serves
as a community park that provides the surrounding neighborhood with
play equipment, a basketball court, a picnic shelter, and a historic marker

for the Institute. Greeley Park is approximately 2.5 acres in size.

COMMUNITY INPUT:

The biggest desire of the community is to carry on the vision of Mr. Flack
who desired to see the space in this park used to build a community center
that could serve many purposes. These purposes include: an after school
program for children serving to get them off the streets, a career and
education center, a possible police sub-station (increasing safety within
the park), a cultural awareness center, as well as any possible revenue
generating programs.

There are several possibilities for the location of the community center.
The land behind the existing basketball court is currently owned by
Royal Baptist Church and may be a possible location for the building if a
partnership could be formed. Another alternative could be adjacent the
existing basketball court towards the low area where the space is already

flat.

The history of this land is also very important to the community. The old
Greeley Institute was located on this site. The only thing remaining from

the school is the rock wall located at the entrance. The children were A_
1

asked to bring a rock to school with them and the wall was constructed
using the rocks. Since the wall is the only thing remaining from the
school it is important to the citizens to keep it at the entrance of the park.
Also the possibility of a sign at the entrance of the park to inform people

of its history as they enter was discussed during the input meeting.

Possible site amenity improvements include updated play equipment,
water access with a water feature and an additional basketball court for
younger children.

The use of the flat area across the swale in the floodplain could be accessed
by a small pedestrian bridge and used for parking.

Safety is a big concern in all parks. Lighting, as well as police and
emergency vehicle access were discussed as possible solutions to these
concerns.

DESIGN RECOMMENDATIONS:

We suggest placing the community center building in the northeast corner
of the park and placing parking along Fulwer St. in close proximity to
the building. We also suggest an entrance plaza surrounding the Greeley
Monument that leads to a walking trail that makes a loop around the park.
Adjacent to the entrance plaza we recommend placing a playground.
Between the playground and community center 1s a great place for open
space play. In the grassed area we propose picnic shelters and adjacent
the open grassed area we advise placing a basketball court for community
use. A detention pond can be located in the eastern corner of the site
and the use of a foot bridge to bridge the stream between the community
center and the parking along Goodrum Ln. can be utilized.





