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Introduction 

 

The City of Anderson is a major contributor to the success of the upstate region of 

South Carolina. The City offers all of the basics upon which to build a thriving economy, 

including affordable land, a good transportation system, infrastructure, and a large 

number of recreational amenities.  

 

In the fall of 2015, the City’s Parks and Recreation Division recognized the City’s need 

for an efficient, cohesive recreation system and sent out a Request For Qualifications 

for a City Parks and Recreation Master Plan.  The purpose of this Master Plan is to 

evaluate the current system and submit recommendations in order to achieve a shared 

vision for meeting the City’s recreation needs over the next ten years. 

 

A team of consultants, led by The LandPlan Group South with The Boudreaux Group,  

Toole Design Group and park consultants Elizabeth Taylor and Cynthia Robinson - was 

selected to conduct this Master Plan.  Using Demographics, Population Projections, 

assessments of current facilities, National Standards, and Public Input, the LandPlan 

team developed a 10-Year Master Plan.  This document serves as both a strategic plan 

and an action plan, providing the City of Anderson with guidelines for future program 

planning efforts and capital improvement projects. 
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Previous Planning Efforts 

 

In 2008, an update to the City’s Recreation Master Plan was completed.  The final 

report included conceptual plans for several of the City’s parks and recreational 

facilities, as well as recommendations related to a comprehensive greenway and trail 

system.  It was projected that the total plan represented $30 million dollars of 

improvements over a 15 – 20 year period. 

 

Other previous planning efforts include the Anderson Comprehensive Plan 2014 

Update, which contains the city’s official policies on land use, transportation, housing, 

open space, business and economics, and community services.  The plan provides 

City goals and plans for future improvements regarding the City’s parks and 

recreational needs.  Another recently completed study is The City of Anderson 

Downtown Bicycle and Pedestrian Connectivity Plan.  This plan was completed in 

2014.  The document lists several priorities that pertain to parks and recreation, 

including improvements to the Downtown, new bike paths, and expansion of the 

parks. 

 

The intent of this Park and Recreation Comprehensive Master Plan is to review and 

consider recommendations made in previous planning efforts, combining them with a 

full analysis of the entire park system.  This analysis will also examine the park 

system’s funding, administration, and capital improvements.  In doing so, this 

document will produce a comprehensive guideline for revitalizing and streamlining the 

Anderson parks and recreation system over the next ten years. 
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Core Values and Mission Statement 
 

Mission 
To enhance the quality of life for all those who live in our great City and surrounding 
areas. Whether it's participating in our fitness programs at the Recreation Center, 
playing in youth or adult sports leagues, or enjoying a picnic lunch in one of the City's 
popular parks, the Parks and Recreation Division provides a wide variety of year-round 
recreational choices to help you achieve the best possible quality of life!  
 

 
 
 

Goal 

To support strong community values and improve livability by providing and promoting 
quality recreation areas, programs and facilities. 

 

Vision 

To provide pathways to better and healthier lives for all residents.  
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Public Input 
 

Public input is the driving force behind all parks and recreation master plans. For the 

plan to be effective, it must accurately reflect the facilities and programs most desired 

by the citizens of the community.  The citizens are the participants in and users of the 

parks system and recreation programs, and without strong support and usage by them, 

the parks system becomes ineffective.  The recommendations contained later in the 

master plan were driven by public input gathered through a variety of forums – input 

recorded in interviews with City staff, key government employees, community leaders, 

other recreation providers, public meetings and public surveys.  Quotes throughout this 

section are selected from the comments on the returned surveys. 

 

As part of gathering public input, Community Surveys were distributed for a period of 6 

months.  They were made available at the Anderson Recreation Center and online at 

the City’s website.  Surveys were also distributed at Community meetings throughout 

the City to make it available to a diverse and comprehensive cross section of 

Anderson’s citizens.   

Community meetings where surveys were distributed: 

 

• Alphabet Street Community Meeting 

• Westside Community Coalition 

• Southeast Anderson Community Task Force 

• Concerned Citizens of Eastside 

• Seat 2 Community meeting 

• Royal Baptist Church – youth 

• Imagine Anderson group 

• Lions Club meeting 

• Kiwanis Club meeting 

• School District V 
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• Parents attending baseball / softball games 

• Citizens attending movie night – twice 

• Block Party 

A total of 155 Surveys were collected. 

 

In addition, input meetings were held with representatives from key stakeholders within 

the community including: 

 

• Anderson University 

• Anderson County 

• AnMed 

• Anderson Arts Center 

• Anderson Chamber of Commerce 

• Anderson Main Street 

• Anderson School District Five 

• Anderson YMCA 

 

The recommendations in this report are formulated from a summative assessment of 

public and stakeholder input, demographics, Park facility inventory and analysis, and 

National Park and Recreation Standards. 
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Planning Area and Growth Projections 
 
While the service area for Anderson Parks and Recreation reaches beyond the 
municipal boundaries into Anderson County, the programming recommendations are 
based on the population of the City of Anderson per the National Recreation and Park 
Association (NRPA) standards.  
  
 

 
 

Anderson City Limits 

Source: http://southcarolina.hometownlocator.com/sc/anderson/anderson.cfm 

 
Anderson County is one of the fastest growing counties in the State of South Carolina. 
As a result, the City of Anderson will experience robust population growth over the next 
ten years. Using a 4% growth rate, the population will increase from the current 27,052 
residents to 40,044. This will have a tremendous impact on the recreation facilities and 
programs the city will be expected to provide in order to maintain and improve the 
quality of life and wellness of its residents. 
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City of Anderson Population as of July 1, 2016. Projected population based on a 

compounded growth factor of 4% per annum. 

Source: http://southcarolina.hometownlocator.com/sc/anderson/anderson.cfm 
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Demographics 
 
Following is a summary of Anderson's demographics. Sources of information include the 

U.S. Census, City-Data.com, areavibes.com, South Carolina Demographics, and other 

sites.  

 

POPULATION: 

• The U.S. Census 2014 population estimate for Anderson is 27,181. The population 

is forecasted to increase by .27% by 2020. 

o White at 61.4% percent 

o Black at 33.6% 

o Hispanic or Latino at 4.1%  

o Asian at 1%. 

� The median age in Anderson is 36.2 compared to 37.9 for South Carolina.  

� The city of Anderson ranks 16th in population size of 395 incorporated cities, towns 

and CDPs in the state. 

 

EDUCATION: 

� 74% of people have graduated from high school 

� 21% have completed a bachelor's or higher degree.  

� The South Carolina state average percentage of the population with a college 

education is (24.6%) and the country as a whole (28.5%). 

 

INCOME: 

� The 2015 median household income in Anderson is $31,353. In 2013, the median 

household income was $30,510 compared to $44,163 for the state. 

� Per capita income in Anderson in 2013 was $18,262 and for SC was $23,687.   

� Unemployment rate in the city is 6.2% (April 2015) which is down from 13.1 in 2010. 
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HEALTH: 

� SC is ranked 42nd in its 2015 overall State Health Rankings. (health.com) 

� Obesity rates are at 41%.  

� 77% of adults in South Carolina have a dedicated health care provider. 

 

Summary: 

Anderson is considered to be a very livable city and gets high marks for its cost of living. 

In general, there is wide disparity in the social and economic characteristics throughout the 

city.  

Recreation and park services can play a key role in a community's quality of life and 

well-being.  The Anderson Park and Recreation Division has an opportunity here to help 

address several pressing issues in the city, through increased programming for youth and 

providing convenient access to its services.  As population grows, the City will need to 

continue to add Park & Recreation opportunities. 
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Anderson	Parks	and	Recreation	Community	Survey	Results	
 

Q1) Listed below are programs and activities typically offered by parks and recreation departments.  
Please place a check next to the programs and activities that you or members of your family have 
and/or would like to participate. 
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Q2) Go back to the list above and SELECT UP TO FIVE programs, events, activities and 
services that are your and/or your family’s favorites. 
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Q3) How would you rate Anderson Parks and Recreation Programs and activities? 
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Q4) Overall, how well do you think the following facilities, programs and activities provided by 
Anderson Parks and Recreation are currently meeting the needs of the community?  Please 
check appropriate response. 
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Q5) Using the list below, indicate how often you take part in the following parks and recreation 
programs:  
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Q6) For each of the parks listed below, please indicate how often you and/or members of your 
household have visited in the past year: 
 

 

   

59

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

Bea Thompson Park

Blair Park

Carolina Wren Park

Cater’s Lake

Darwin Wright Park

D. B. Walker Park

Greeley Park

Linley Park

Recreation Center

Southwood Park

St. Francis Park

Watson Park

Westside Community Center Park

Number of Visits to Parks in the Past Year

1‐5 times 6‐11 12+ None Not Aware of this Park
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Q7) Please indicate if any of the following prevent you and/or members of your household from 
using Anderson parks, facilities or trails.  Please check all that apply. 
 

 
 

Q8) How do you feel about the current facility for fitness? Please check appropriate response. 
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Q9) How do you feel about the current facility for athletics? 
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Q10) Do you travel outside Anderson to use parks and recreation facilities?   
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Q11) How far would you be willing to walk, drive or ride a bike to parks and recreation facilities 
if safe multi-use trails, sidewalks and on-road bicycle lanes were provided throughout the City?  
(Check ONE choice per category)  
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Q12) Do you use rec facilities offered by a private provider: 
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Q13) Would you support the development of greenways with multi-use trails for pedestrians 
and bicyclists to connect parks, schools and neighborhood facilities throughout the City? 
 

 
 

Q14)  Which method of funding for park land acquisition, greenway and park facility renovation 
and development would you prefer? 
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Q15) Please write in the appropriate number if you 1-agree, 2-disagree, or 3-do not know 
about the following statements: 
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Q16) Do you feel current marketing efforts by the Anderson Parks and Recreation department 
keeps you and your family informed on the recreation program opportunities? 
 

 

54% of respondents do not feel current marketing efforts keep them informed. 
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Q17) Please indicate which of the following ways you currently as well as prefer to get 
information about Anderson Parks and Recreation department events and programs: 
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Q18) Would you like to receive a monthly or quarterly newsletter via email to inform you and 
your family of upcoming programs and special events? 
 

 

 

Q19) How long have you lived in Anderson? 
 

 

  

79

48

15

Monthly

Quarterly

No Newsletter

Newsletter Preference
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Q20) Do you live within the City limits?      
 

 
 
 
Q21) Please indicate your gender and age: 
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Q22) Which of the following best describes your household? 
 

 
 

Q23) What is your total annual household income? 
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Anderson COMMUNITY Survey Results 

 
Youth Sports Top Five Preferences: 

1  Swim Team (35) 
2  Flag Football (30) 
3. Tennis Programs (28) 
 Sports Camps 
4. Special Needs Leagues (25) 
5. Rec Basketball Leagues (24) 
 

Youth Program Top 5: 

1 Fitness Classes (51) 
2 Swimming Lessons (33) 
3 Healthy Living (43) 
4 Summer/Specialty Camps (40) 
5 Running Programs (36) 
 

Senior Activities Top 5: 

1 Health/Fitness Classes (53) 
2 Dance Classes (44) 
3 Bowling (39) 
4 Senior Games (37)  
5. Aerobics Classes (36)  
 

Adult Sports Top 5: 

1 Outdoor Fitness Classes (36) 
2 Under 50 Basketball Leagues (27) 
 Kickball  
3 Over 50 Basketball Leagues (24) 
4. Tennis (team) (23) 
5 Special Needs League (22) 
 

Special Events Top 5: 

1 Fireworks on 4th of July (60) 
2 Music in the Park (57) 
3 Movies in the Park (55) 
4 Fishing Rodeo Tournament (27) 
5. Marathon (26) 
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Classes Top 5: 

1. Dance classes (56) 
2. Aerobics/Group Exercise (50) 
3. Yoga (47) 
4. Aquatics Fitness (43) 
 Weight Training 
 Walking Club 
5. Wellness Programs (41) 
 

General Park Activities Top Five: 

1. Walking on Trails (68) 
2. Picnic in the Park (45) 
3. Swimming (43) 
4 Indoor Walking (38) 
 Jogging/Running 
 Gardening  
5. Fishing (37) 
 

 
Linley Park 
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Anderson Recreation Center User Survey Results 
 

 
Q1) Describe race or ethnicity 
 

 
 
 
 
Q2)  What is your gender? 
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Q3)  Do you live in city limits of Anderson? 
 

 
 
 
 
Q4)  How would you rate the hours of operation? 
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Q5)  How often do you visit the Recreation Center? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Q6)  Would you recommend the Center to others? 
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Q7)  What are your main reasons for patronizing the Anderson Recreation Center? 
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Q8)  The Recreation Center staff is knowledgeable and professional. 
 

 
 
 
Q9)  In thinking about your most recent experiences with an Anderson Recreation Center 

staff member, what was the quality of customer service you received? 
 

 
 



 

Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2017    3.05.6 

 
Q10)   Considering the value of the program you paid for, how would you rate it? 
 

 

 

 

Q11)  Are there any programs/classes that we are not offering that you would like to see 
offered? 
 

Pilates, step 
Spin class. I know there's a lot of equipment involved but I think it would be a much used 
addition to the facility. 
More evening classes after 6:00pm 
No 
More yoga classes; would like to see classes on Thursday after 5:00pm, Friday 10:00am and 
Saturday at 8:00am. I would like to see more yoga instructors; if one is out we miss the 
classes, might be nice to have backups. 
Spin/TRX (only in day); any extra fitness 
indoor cycle classes 
Shag/ballroom dance 
A senior workout class in the afternoon 
Spin classes and a swimming pool 
Tai chi; more equipment; more AIM classes 
More step classes; tai chi 
Tai chi - evening 
Spin/cycling classes; kettle bell classes 
Swimming pool 
Fit & Flex in late afternoon, 5:00 PM 
Karate class 
Nutrition classes 
I would like to see more senior classes offered earlier in the day. 
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Softball for 50+; dancercise 
No 
Swimming lessons 
Swim lessons 
N/A 
Afternoon fitness classes for arthritis and Fit & Flex; spinning classes 
Awesome 
Advanced Zumba 
A pool with instructor for water exercise. 
I enjoy the various programs offered at the center. 
Line dance classes; nature walks/talks; cooking classes; exercise classes for people with 
arthritis, bone joint injuries. 
Dance classes; exercise classes that have a group of same level of ability -- not thrown in with 
group that is already more advanced. 
Body combat every Sunday -- not just twice a month on Sundays. 
Outside basketball courts 
More weight lifting classes 
No 
Need more classes after 5:00pm on weekdays. Current schedule is very limited on classes 
after 5pm. Last year's schedule was much more accommodating. 
n/a 
A weight control/diet class with weekly weighing, diet plans and nutritional classes, possibly. 
Need Fit & Flex lite scheduled late AM or early afternoon. 
Fit & Flex Lite should be late morning or early afternoon. 
More fitness classes for seniors at different times. 
More fitness for seniors 
More recumbent bikes; seated elliptical 
Our Friday morning yoga isn't on the schedule. 
Weight control classes/nutrition; diabetic class 
Build a pool. 
Biking, strengthening(?), low impact area 
Basketball training 
Step 
More TRX classes please! 
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Q12) How do you feel about the current facility for fitness? 
 

 
 
 
Q13)  How do you feel about the current facility for athletics? 
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Q14)  What recommendations would you offer for improving our programs? 
 

More variety of classes 
A pool, more exercise rooms and more exercise equipment. 
The center needs more space for fitness classes and workout space. The mat area for 
floor work is much too small. The free weight area is getting crowded. 
Aerobics classes identified as beginner, intermediate, and advanced; better times; 5:30 
is difficult to get to 
Larger workout facilities; outside basketball courts 
Swimming Pool 
Need another elliptical bike or 30 minutes use needs to be enforced. 
Recumbent bikes; seated elliptical 
Have more classes scheduled with 'Jill' and early morning classes. Middle of the day or 
evening classes are harder on seniors. 
Better towels and cleaner stations(?) 
Have outdoor basketball courts 
None 
Staying open later 
 

 
 
Q15) What recommendations would you offer for improving the Recreation Center 

facility? 
 

Tissue box on the table near the track. 

Asthmatic facility, bike path 

None 

Open on Sunday from 1:00-6:00pm 

Exercise pool for adults only 

A pool for warm water therapy 

A pool would be nice. A warm water pool. 

More evening classes; stay open til 10pm 

Better fitness room (bigger); better sound system 

Keep temperature both sides walking track colder 

More workout equipment; a pool 

Facility is great 

Would like to have a pool for water aerobics 

Isolate the front entrance from the stairwells so the stairs are cooler like the track and 
equipment rooms. Stairwells are too hot especially during heating season. 

More space for lifting weights; possible sauna or pool 

More parking; more rooms for classes 

Additional classrooms for different fitness classes. 
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As a senior with a hearing problem, the courts when full are so noisy and shrill that I can't 
walk during that time.  I know everyone deserves their time on courts, but could something 
be done, i.e., Plexiglas around the walking track to ward off the shrill noises. 

Swimming pool 

Zumba needs an official place. The rooms are small for zumba. 

Swimming/aqua aerobics 

Increase size of rec center. 

WIFI; need more parking; buy the two sites next to you (credit union and next place) 

Would like to have WiFi; TV in exercise rooms 

Increase the fitness workout and classroom areas. 

More than two octant/fitness machines; second type of machine on L as enter machine 
room is center of courts. There are not enough machines (esp. octane fitness) for people 
with arthritis or orthopedic problems. 

Need more octane fitness machines 

Make fitness area bigger; more free weights, kettle balls 

Maybe to get a pool to offer more competitive edge as well as expanding cardio and weight 
rooms. 

Add more Xride machines; add individual dressing rooms for women. 

It's ok for now. Always room for improvement. Outside basketball courts with lights. 

Tissues in the walking track; free weight bench (like the Smith Machine but without cables); 
spin class 

Very clean and welcoming; staff not overly friendly 

Several freestanding fans in each exercise room downstairs to have better air circulation 
since ceiling fans cannot be installed. 

May need to use another room for equipment. Rooms getting cramped. 

More recumbent bikes, seated elliptical 

More recumbent bikes; seated elliptical 

Aquatics center 

Swimming pool; spa 

Add another sit down elliptical machine in equipment room. We need fans installed in 
exercise rooms or better climate/temperature control. Build more rooms or bigger rooms for 
classes. We are too crowded in some classes. Some people have stopped coming because 
of lack of space. 

Build a pool. 

Walk around ??, create as you enter facility(?) 

Purchase an 'easy curl' bar to be used with free weights. 
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Q16)  Overall, I am very satisfied with the Recreation Center's programs. 
 

 
 
 
Q17)  The Recreation Center is making a positive contribution to my life. 
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Q18)  Would you recommend the Anderson Recreation Center to others? 
 

 

 
 
Q19)  If asked, would you volunteer for park events or be a Park Advisory Board member 

at the Recreation Center? 
 

 

 
 
Note: 18 local citizens provided contact information offering volunteer services. 
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Q20) Are there any other comments about the Anderson Recreation Center that you 

would like to add? 
 
 No Answers: 54 
 

Very clean; nice complex 
I love the place; would like to see a pool in the future and larger rooms for yoga, 
sometimes class gets very crowded. I really appreciated Julia for taking time to do a 
walkthrough the Rec Center; very professional. 
Need more exercise rooms; need small pool for adult exercise 
Very impressed! Good classes.. Clean! 
This is an excellent facility as it is. Obviously as these surveys indicate, a lot of people 
are trying to make it even better. 
Love the center and the people 
The floor in the end of the hall workout room around the mat at the cleaning spray and 
paper towels need to be cleaned and stripped. It would be nice if the Rec Center opened 
earlier on Sunday. 
Jill is a very good instructor and an asset to the Rec through her fitness classes. You are 
fortunate to have Katie as zumba instructor 
I enjoy the atmosphere and the staff is great. 
Very proud that the City of Anderson is contributing to its citizens wellbeing and their 
health. 
Have been a member for two years and encourage others to try it out often. The fitness 
instructors are great and the environment provided for fitness classes is very welcoming 
to participants of all levels. 
The class instructors are extremely good. 
Awesome facility!! 
Instructors are excellent! 
The staff is wonderful 
The ladies have a hard time getting chairs down for classes. perhaps they could be 
stacked a lot lower just a suggestion. 
I enjoy yoga classes and attend every class! Great instructors. Stephanie and Philip are 
awesome! 
My wife and I enjoy and are very appreciative for the City of Anderson having such an 
excellent facility to serve our area. 
Staff works hard to keep facility running efficeintly. all staff are courteous and helpful. 
Thank you for providing these services. 
The only negative was during basketball. the parking lot filled up and we had to park in 
the back lower lot. The lower door was locked and it was dark. We were told it was 
because people were coming in who shouldn't be. It was scary and no security, even 
though we were told there was. More security is requested during winter months and 
someone to open lower door. 
Lower cost for non-city residents 
I think it's great! 
Thanks for being affordable. Open gym volleyball (coed) for adults would be amazing. 
Aquatics fitness classes 
Other than limited fitness space, the center is kept very clean and the staff is always 
very nice to work with. 
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I have spoken to several members who say they have asked repeatedly for another 
octane fitness machine. They were told there is not enough room where the machines 
are located. There are several machines, esp. the one in the back right corner that is 
never used. 
Install WiFi; purchase the restaurant and credit union for future expansion because, in 
the future, they won't be available for sale at the same time. 
Make opportunities available to public; fitness center too small; add another room for 
working out. 
I am very satisfied with the facilities and classes I am involved in. Thank you. 
The center has really improved -- adding classes and equipment 
Great staff; always clean. 
Well staffed and a good facility. 
This is a good deal with good community. 
I wish members were unable to use blue tooth talking on phone while exercising. They 
are very loud and distracting. 
I enjoy using my membership at the Rec Center. I am glad that it is available to all of 
Anderson County. The fees are reasonable and affordable for seniors. 
Get some more equipment 
The Rec Center is a tremendous asset to the community. Great place to work out. 
Although I don't use workout classes or athletic programs, they appear to be well 
attended and a definite benefit to those that do. Sports programs for kids seem to be a 
real hit. 
Any new facilities should be centrally located for access to all rather than a special 
geographic area focus. 
Deborah is very professional and helpful. 
the leaders and staff at the rec are wonderful but coaches for youth sports need to be 
vetted better, its awful when you don't feel comfortable sending your daughter to 
volleyball practice knowing she's going to get verbally abused and treated unfairly 
because of her race by the coach 
It's not making a difference in my life because I don't go enough and I will probably 
cancel soon because my mom gave me a treadmill. However, I think it is a great value 
(even out of city rates) and better than the Y, where I was before and also didn't go. 
I attend many of the yoga classes. The instructors are fantastic BUT sometimes they 
cannot make the class and the class is canceled. This is not acceptable. Often, I plan 
my day around one of the classes only to find out once there that it has been canceled. 
This happens too frequently. Also, many senior citizens walk on the inner portion of the 
walking track. They do this to hold onto the railing. This is so frustrating because the 
inner portion of the walking track is designated for runners or those walking at a fast 
pace. The rec needs to do a better job of letting these people know that the outside 
portion of the walking track is for the slower walkers. 
A Great Asset to the Anderson community!! 
Staff is great. Just need more room. 
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Summary of Public Input 
 
Youth and seniors are the primary use groups of the parks and recreation facilities, 
particularly the Recreation Center. The youth use the facilities predominately in the 
afternoons and on weekends (sports, camps, after school programs). Seniors use the 
Recreation Center throughout the day during typical business hours, but especially in 
the morning (fitness and wellness).  
 
The biggest opportunity for expanding memberships and utilization (and therefore, 
community wellness) is with the workforce age group. This includes those who work 
typical work days and parents of young children. Their greatest needs (which we heard 
resoundingly throughout the public meetings and through surveys) are: 1) expanded 
hours – early morning and later in the evening; and 2) child care. These two needs are 
what drive residents to the YMCA and to other private fitness providers. We strongly 
recommended that the city institute expanded hours and provide childcare. The 
conceptual floors plans include a childcare space in the Rec Center expansion. 
 

User Groups and what they want and need in order to increase utilization of facilities and programs 

 

 
 

 

Summary of Priorities Based Public Input and Surveys 
 
Programming/Policies/Needs 

 

▪ Establish and enforce policies for drop-off of children: The Rec Center does not have 
the staff to care for unattended children, nor can the Parks & Recreation Division 
accept liability for the care of unattended children. Policies need to address 
appropriate age of children who can use the facility unattended and the 
responsibilities of parents and guardians, such as signing a waiver and registering 
the children, process for signing in children, hours children can use the facility 
unattended, what the children can and cannot do, and stewardship of the facility by 
the children. 

▪ Expand hours for classes to meet the needs of those working 
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▪ Implement annual strategic planning for recreation and wellness with the city, 
county, Anderson University, School District Five, the YMCA, and AmMed. This will 
enhance/leverage the existing partnerships and collaborations and expand the 
support for capital projects and new programming. 

▪ Stick to the mission: recreation and wellness. Can’t be/do everything. This is why the 
partnerships and the annual strategic planning are so important. 

“Working together to keep everyone healthy… pathways (figurative and literal - 
trails, greenways, etc.) to better lives for children and all Anderson County 
residents.” 

▪ Implement programs for 14-18 year olds and 18-21 year olds 

▪ Provide free WiFi at all parks 

▪ Develop a wayfinding system to connect all parks 
 
 
Facilities Needs 
 
Fitness/Wellness: rooms to accommodate 30 people and provide appropriate storage, 
stage/platform for instructor, and AV 

▪ Dedicated cardio - more equipment 

▪ Dedicated classrooms - dance, cardio, Zumba, Body Pump, tai chi, karate, AIM  

▪ Dedicated weight room - more equipment 

▪ Dedicated yoga/Pilates room 

▪ Dedicated spin room 

▪ Swimming pool/natatorium 

▪ Expanded showers in the Rec Center 

▪ Expanded trails and greenways 
 
 
Recreation Needs 

▪ Master/Strategic Plan for Darwin Wright Park (Lake Hartwell) in partnership with the 
Corps of Engineers (owner of the park): nature-based programming, rowing, fishing 
(tournament), RV parking, access to the lake; create a niche - take advantage of this 
unique asset 

▪ Swimming pool/natatorium 

▪ Dog park 

▪ More basketball courts with flexibility as volleyball and pickleball courts, wrestling; 
provide ample room for bleachers and storage 

▪ Dedicated practice fields 

▪ More soccer/lacrosse fields (can be used for football) 

▪ More baseball fields (can be used for softball, kickball and adult leagues) 
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▪ More outdoor basketball courts 

▪ Centralized maintenance facility downtown 

▪ Storage dedicated for recreation leagues 

▪ Running track on soccer field at Anderson University - shared community asset 

▪ More tennis courts 

▪ Expanded trails and greenways 
 
 
Education/Event (revenue generation) 
 

▪ dedicated flexible event/conference space: seat 300 in rounds, catering kitchen 

▪ dedicated wellness/nutrition classroom with demonstration kitchen (all ages) 

▪ small meeting rooms 24-40 people (can be flexible quad or triple) - can serve as 
space for youth camps, seminars, after school programs 

 
 
Master Plan Development (connectivity, trails, greenways, pedestrian crosswalks, 
security, passive and active recreation, underserved youth development, etc.) 
 

▪ DB Walker Park/Eastside/Nardin Field/Jim Rice Center 

▪ Linley Park 

▪ Westside Community Center 

▪ St. Francis Park 
 





 

Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2017    4.01 

Programming Assessment 
 
Programming Assessment is an important component of the success of any parks and 

recreation department. With a good balance of both athletic and non-athletic 

offerings, programming greatly benefits the people of the community by enhancing 

their quality of life.  Unlike most other government departments, park and recreation 

staff engage and interact with the public daily on a more personal level. 

Programming encourages people to interact with one another and, depending on the 

type of program, can also promote teamwork and self-improvement. The Anderson 

Parks and Recreation Division is committed to providing quality parks, recreational 

facilities and programs. The department currently provides a myriad of recreation 

opportunities and facilities. 

An analysis of existing recreation programming is one of the basic components of 

this master plan. The department current ly offers programs for all ages, from 

youth to senior citizens. A diversified recreation program creates the opportunity to 

include citizens who may never have participated in recreation activities before. 

Having reviewed the program opportunities, constraints faced by the department, 

community concerns and desires and staff opinions on programs, we have identified 

several issues and opportunities and provided recommendations on future 

programming efforts. 
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Gaps in Programming at Anderson Parks & Recreation 
 
Anderson Parks and Recreation Staff are working at maximum capacity.  Any new 
programming will require more staffing, some of it with special background (i.e., TR 
Specialist, swimming instructors, etc).  Likewise, existing facilities cannot accommodate 
additional programming. 
 

1) Therapeutic Recreation Programs: 
 

Program/Activity Facility Needed Staffing 
Needs 

Estimated 
Cost 

 

Organized 
camps for youth 

ADA accessible spaces 
(gym, large activity room, 
inclusive playground) 

Skilled TR 
Professional 

Annual 
Salary 

$50,000 

Grant 
Opportunities 
available 

Afterschool 
program 

ADA accessible spaces 
(gym, large activity room, 
inclusive playground) 

Skilled TR 
Professional 

  

 

2) Youth Programs 
 

Program/Activity Facility Needed Staffing Needs 
Estimated 

Cost 
Note 

Recreation for areas of 
the community not 
currently receiving 
services;  

 

Sports fields 
close to the 
community; 
Indoor play 
areas; ball 
fields in the 
community 

Recreation 
programmers 

Annual 
Salary  
$40,000 

 

Summer Playground 
Programs: 
• Close to home 
• Provide nutritional 

meal 
• Engage the children 

in a variety of active 
activities, arts, 
nature-based,  

Additional 
recreation 
center or 
consider a 
mobile 
recreation unit 
that moves 
from 
community to 
community as 
an interim 
remedy 

Recreators who 
can plan and 
implement 
comprehensive 
playground 
program 

Seasonal 
Part time 

 

$10-
$15/hr 
1/15 
staff/child 

30 hr/wk 

Grant 
opportunities 

available 

Afterschool Program: 
 

• Focus on 
affordability 

 
Organized 
program where 
parents must 

 
Staffing that 
meets 
recommended 

Part time 

 

$10-
$18/hr 
 

The agency, 
the city and 
children are 
at risk from 
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• Integrate fitness as a 
major component 

enroll their 
children  

adult to child 
ratio: 
1/15 staff/child 

 

 

20 hr/wk 
having 
children 
dropped off 
at the Rec 
Center 
unattended 

Child Care at the 
Recreation Center to 
allow more parents to 
participate 

Space for 
activities 

Staff person to 
plan activities 
and engage the 
children 

Part time 

$10/hr 

 

Fitness Programs: 
• Cooking Camps 
• Running Club 
• Track Program 
• Tennis Instruction 

(ranked #2 under 
Youth Sports) 

• Sports Camps 
• Swim Team 

Indoor and 
outdoor spaces 
suitable for 
each activity 

Contract 
Instructors  
revenue sharing 

70/30 
instructor/APR 

  

 
 

3) Adult Programs: 
 

Program/Activity Facility Needed Staffing Needs 
Estimated 

Cost 
Note 

Walking Programs -- 
this was number one 
activity desired by 
survey respondents  

Indoor and 
outdoor tracks; 
trails 

None required. 
This is an 
individual activity 

$0 

Sponsorship 

opportunity 

Incentives 

Dance Classes: 
• Shag 
• Line dancing 
• Zumba 

Large room 

Contract instructors 

Revenue sharing 
agreement 
70/30 
instructor/APR 

$0  

Pickle Ball: 
• Trending now 
• Popular with 

young adults to 
seniors 

Small court 
requirements 
can be set up 
on existing 
basketball 
courts or tennis 
courts 

Individual play 
requires no 
staffing; 
competitive play 
would require 
officials 

Minimal 
equipment 
costs 

 

Swimming/Aquatic 
Fitness 

Pool Life guard   

Community-Led 
Fitness Programs: 
Boot Camp for 
Women -- held 

Held outside; 
no special 
facilities 
needed 

Led by community 
members; 
individuals get 
together to support 

$0 
F3 

Bootcamp 
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outside 

F3-Nation for Men 

each other; 

Over 50 Basketball 
League 

Basketball 
Court 

Officials; coaches   

Community 
Gardening 

Designated 
spaces for 
planting 

Staffer to 
coordinate the 
group efforts when 
planting and 
maintaining the 
garden space; 
provide materials; 
partner opportunity 
with Master 
Gardeners 

  

 
4)    Special Events 
 

Program/Activity Facility Needed Staffing Needs 
Estimated 

Cost 
Note 

Music in the 
Park  

Appealing 
outdoor space; 
Parking 

Access to 
electricity 

Programmer to plan 
and coordinate the 
event; 
Security; 
Concessions; 
Maintenance/clean up 

$5000/yr 
sponsorship  
opportunity 

July 4th 
Fireworks 

Large area 
  

sponsorship 
opportunity 

Dog Park 

Fenced space 
for pets with 
some shade 
and water 
access; park 
benches 

Plan and implement a 
dog park membership 
program; maintenance 

 

$1000/yr 
doggie 
pot bags 
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Anderson Recreation Center 

The Anderson Recreation Center is a 32,000 square foot facility constructed in 2006.  

The Center is home to (2) basketball gyms, several multi-purpose rooms, an indoor 

walking track and fitness mezzanine with cardio equipment.  The grounds of the Rec 

Center have (5) baseball/softball fields, a multi-purpose field, large play structure and 

shelter.  Additional undeveloped property to the west side of the park site is ideal for 

expansion of recreational play field opportunities and connection to the proposed 

Whitner Creek Greenway. 

 

 

2008 Master Plan Recommendations: 

• Additional parking for programmed sports 

• Two additional baseball fields (Cal Ripken) or one soccer/large event field 

• Additional playground equipment 

• Bocce lawn 

• Wheelchair softball field/special needs court 
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Recommendations Completed to Date: 

• Additional parking for programmed sports 

• Two baseball fields (Cal Ripken) 

• Picnic shelter with restrooms and grills  

 

Recommendations Still Valid: 

• Additional playground equipment 

• Bocce lawn or other lawn games area 

• Wheelchair softball field/special needs court 

(Anderson County has planned for a Miracle Field to be located at ASEC) 

 

Additional Recommendations: 

• Provide access to proposed Whitner Creek Greenway 

• Add new Recreation Center facility over existing lawn play field with 

connection/breezeway to existing facility 

• Add multi-purpose Soccer/Lacrosse field at west side of existing baseball fields 

 

 

 
See Chapter 7 for Recreation Center Site and Facility Master Plan 
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Beatrice Thompson Park 

Bea Thompson Park is currently a 5-acre park along West Market Street.  The eastern 

boundary of the park is defined by a concrete storm drainage flume, which is part of the 

proposed Whitner Creek Greenway.  On the other side of the drainage easement, the 

City’s Recreation Department has a Park Maintenance facility with vacant land behind it 

that could be incorporated into an expansion of Bea Thompson Park.  Current 

amenities include a picnic shelter and grill along with a small playground structure for 

children to age 12. 

 

 

2008 Master Plan Recommendations: 

• Paved parking spaces 

• Additional picnic shelters 

• Restroom facility 

• Pedestrian bridges over flume/waterway 

• Paved walking trail/greenway trail 

• Landscape beautification 

• Entryway plazas  

• Land acquisition across flume/waterway for greenway/parking 
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Recommendations Completed to Date: 

• Acquisition of land adjacent to the park 

• Installation of new playground equipment 

 

Recommendations Still Valid: 

• Additional picnic shelters 

• Restroom facility 

• Pedestrian bridges over flume/waterway 

• Paved walking trail/greenway trail 

• Landscape beautification 

• Entryway plazas  

 

Additional Recommendations: 

• Convert concrete flume to natural state.  Stream restoration similar to work 

completed on the north side of Linley Park. 

• Remove small parking lot off Cunningham Dr. due to difficult vehicular access 

• Expand park across drainage channel behind Park Maintenance building and 
add vehicular parking lot 

 

   
See Chapter 8 for Beatrice Thompson Park Master Plan 
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Carolina Wren Park 

Located in downtown Anderson at 111 East Whitner Street, this urban pocket park is a 

popular destination for a variety of activities.  The amphitheater space is used for 

concert venues, theatrical performances, cultural events, festivals, “movies in the park”, 

weddings and reunions.  The backdrop of the amphitheater has a spray ground plaza 

water feature and water wall.  A popular seasonal amenity on this park site includes a 

synthetic ice skating rink, set up by City staff during winter months.  

 

 

 

2008 Master Plan Recommendations: 
Carolina Wren Park was not included in the 2008 Master Plan 

 

 

Recommendations Completed to Date: 

N/A 

 

 

  



 

Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2017    5.03.2 

 

Recommendations: 

• Consider reduction of summer concerts from every Thursday to every other 

Thursday to allow for temporary stage to be taken down between events and the 

space made available for other uses. 
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Cater’s Lake  

Cater’s Lake is a popular passive park area that is used for picnics with the kids as well 
as a lunch hour destination.  There are picnic tables and a limited walking trail 
surrounding the large central pond that has an aeriation fountain. 

 

 

 

2008 Master Plan Recommendations: 

• Additional off street parking  

• Paved walking trail loop around lake 

• Large picnic shelter with restrooms and grills 

• Pier and gazebo over water 

• Entryway plazas 

• Landscape beautification 

• Drainage solutions 
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Recommendations Completed to Date: 

• Installation of pier/overlook 

• Some off street parking with handicap accessibility 

 

Recommendations Still Valid: 

• Additional off street parking still warranted 

• Paved multiuse trail loop around lake 

• Entryway plazas 

• Landscape beautification 

• Drainage solutions 

 

Additional Recommendations: 

• General beautification and city signage are recommended to create a gateway 

for the community 

• Add boardwalk in place of proposed sidewalk/trail adjacent to E. Greenville 

Street side of park due to steep grades in this location 

 

See Chapter 8 for Cater’s Lake Master Plan 
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Cathcart Park/C Street Field 

“C” Street Field is a baseball field in a 12-acre park area on the west side of the 
proposed Whitner Creek Greenway. 

 

 

 

2008 Master Plan Recommendations: 
“C” Street Field was not included in the 2008 Master Plan 

 

Recommendations Completed to Date: 

N/A 

 

Recommendations: 

• Install new bleachers 

• Mend or install new fencing around site 

• General beautification 

• Provide access to proposed Whitner Creek Greenway 

• Improve dugouts 

• Add small vehicular parking area 

• Add basketball court 
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Darwin Wright Park 

The 27-acre Darwin Wright Park is located at Liberty Highway and Manse Jolly Road, 
just north of the city limits on Lake Hartwell.  Current amenities include a 9-hole disc 
golf course, boat dock, handicap accessible fishing pier, large play structure, restroom 
facilities, 4 picnic shelters and a beach style swimming area. 

 

 

2008 Master Plan Recommendations: 

• Entryway/Gate renovation 

• Remove long loop and provide new parking layout for safety improvements 

• Install new day use boat slips 

• Limit boat ramp access to emergency use only 

• Two new shelters with restrooms, meeting space, and concessions 

• Shoreline improvement 

• Add an additional 9 holes of disc golf 

• Create new walking and nature trails throughout the park  

• Allot space for primitive campsites 
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Recommendations Completed to Date: 

• Beach volleyball court 

• Playground equipment updated 

• New dock created and installed 

 

 

Recommendations Still Valid: 

• Entryway/Gate renovation 

• Remove long loop and provide new parking layout for safety improvements 

• Two new shelters with restrooms, meeting space, and concessions 

• Shoreline improvement 

• Add an additional 9 holes of disc golf 

• Create new walking and nature trails throughout the park 

• Allot space for primitive campsites-(based on Corps review and approval) 

 

 

Additional Recommendations: 

• General beautification to enhance the appeal of the park site 

• Make more family oriented 

• Provide a boat launch from a different site (outside Park limits) 

• Provide restroom facility with ADA access centrally located in park 
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D.B. Walker Park 

D.B. Walker Park is located at the corner of Jefferson Avenue and Market Street, just 
north of the Jim Ed Rice Center and just south of the Eastside Recreation.  This park 
has (3) basketball courts, picnic shelters, grills, a walking track, and a vehicular parking 
area.  

 

 

2008 Master Plan Recommendations: 
Only half of DB Walker Park was included in the 2008 Master Plan under Eastside 

Recreation 

• New turn-around in lieu of dead end 

• Picnic shelters 

• Parallel parking along street 

• Hiking/biking trail 

 

Recommendations Completed to Date: 

• New turn-around  

• Picnic shelters (3) 

• 60° parking on street 

• Hiking/biking trail 



 

Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2017    5.07.2 

 

Additional Recommendations: 

• Update playground equipment 

• Create multiuse connections to the Eastside Complex 

• Convert concrete flume to natural state.  Stream restoration similar to work 

completed on the north side of Linley Park 

• Wayfinding signage along proposed Depot Creek Greenway 

• Relocate existing basketball courts to Jim Ed Rice Center and create a grassy 

area in the park. 

 

 

See Chapter 8 for DB Walker Park/Eastside Recreation Master Plan 
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Greeley Park 

Greeley Park is a 2-acre neighborhood park located on South Fant Street.  Current 
amenities include play equipment, picnic shelter, grill and a basketball court.  Greeley 
Park is operated under a partnership with the Greeley Institute.  The Institute owns the 
property and the City of Anderson maintains the park facility. 

 

 

2008 Master Plan Recommendations: 

• Monument entrance plaza with site history 

• New parking and ADA enhancements 

• Multi-use community center 

• Stream restoration and detention 

• Walking trail enhancement 

• Additional picnic shelters 

 

Recommendations Completed to Date: 

• Monument entrance plaza with site history 

• ADA handicap parking spaces 

• Installation of new picnic shelter 

• Installation of new playground equipment 
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Recommendations Still Valid: 

• Additional parking off of Goodrum Lane 

• Multi-use community center 

• Stream restoration and detention 

• Walking trail enhancement 

• Additional picnic shelters 

 

Additional Recommendations: 

• General beautification to enhance the appeal of the park site 

• Add small shelter/pavilion 

• Replace or re-surface existing basketball court  (correct orientation) 

• Add parking bays along Fulwer Street adjacent to existing ADA spaces 
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Jim Ed Rice Center 

The Jim Ed Rice Center is a deteriorating building facility that is currently home to a 

Senior Solutions Program.  Outside the structure on the 4.1-acre site is a covered 

picnic area, a playground, and softball field. 

 

 

 

 

2008 Master Plan Recommendations: 
Jim Ed Rice Center was not included in the 2008 Master Plan 

 

 

Recommendations Completed to Date: 

N/A 
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Recommendations: 

 

• Demolish existing deteriorating facility to allow room for additional ballfield and 

basketball courts 

• Add additional parking and repair existing 

• Remove basketball/tennis court 

• Create bike and pedestrian connection to DB Walker/Eastside Complex 

• Wayfinding signage along proposed Depot Creek Greenway 

 

 

See Chapter 8 for Jim Ed Rice Center Master Plan 
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Linley Park 

Linley Park is located in the center of Murray Avenue, northwest of downtown 
Anderson.  The north side of this 15-acre park has been recently renovated to include 
park signage, landscape beds and reconditioning a concrete storm drainage flume into 
a naturalized stream swale and walking trail.  The south side of the park currently has 
restrooms, 2 baseball fields, a play structure and shelters.  The current vehicular road 
patterns crisscross the park site and make it difficult for safe pedestrian access.  This 
park is a prime destination located on the proposed Whitner Creek Greenway. 

 

 

2008 Master Plan Recommendations: 

• Stream restoration turning concrete flume to pre-existing state 

• Paved trail/greenway 

• Entrance plaza 

• Additional parking 

• Pedestrian improvements to and from park 

• Intersection improvements to roadway 

• Picnic shelters 

• Restroom facility 

• Grills and picnic tables 
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• Pedestrian bridge over creek 

• De-program little league baseball play 

• General landscape enhancements 

 

Recommendations Completed to Date: 

• North side of park stream restoration 

• North side of park paved trail/greenway 

• North side of park entryway plaza 

• North side of park landscape enhancements 

 

Recommendations Still Valid South of Mid Park Intersection: 

• All recommendations for the park on the south side to match the improvements 

completed on the north side are still valid 

• Intersection improvements are a high priority to enhance safety for pedestrians 

and bicycles  

• Additional parking for South or Mid-park area 

 

Additional Recommendations: 

• General beautification to enhance the appeal of the park site on the south side 

• Wayfinding signage along proposed Whitner Creek Greenway 

• Revise vehicular circulation patterns near multi-street intersection to improve 

park access and pedestrian safety 

 

 

See Chapter 8 for Linley Park Master Plan  
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St. Francis Park 

St. Francis Park is a 2-acre park at the corner of Mauldin Street and Bleckley Street.  
Current amenities include play equipment and a basketball court in need of repair. 

 

 

2008 Master Plan Recommendations: 
St. Francis Park was not included in the 2008 Master Plan 

 

 

Recommendations Completed to Date: 

N/A 

 

Recommendations: 

• Update/Install new fence 

• Install new playground equipment 

• Regrade slopes 

• Repair basketball court 

• Install a picnic shelter 

• General landscape beautification 
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Toxaway Field 

Toxaway Ballfield is a 5-acre park with a baseball field on the corner of Jefferson 

Avenue and Pickens Street.  This property is under a current lease. 

 

 

 

2008 Master Plan Recommendations: 
Toxaway Field was not included in the 2008 Master Plan. 

 

 

Recommendations Completed to Date: 

N/A 

 

 

Recommendations: 

• Update parking lot 

• Connectivity to park with sidewalks 

• General landscape beautification 
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Watson Park 

Watson Park is a 5-acre neighborhood park on Bellview Road.  Current amenities 
include play equipment, shelter, picnic tables, grill and backstop fencing for informal 
baseball/softball play. 

 

 

2008 Master Plan Recommendations: 

• Paved walking trails 

• Split rail fence 

• Large picnic shelter with grills 

• Removal/repair of existing stormwater management structure 

• Entrance plazas 

• Pedestrian crosswalk enhancements 

• New backstop and field relocation, non-programmed 

• Landscape improvements 
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Recommendations Completed to Date: 

• New shelter/pavilion near corner of Bellview and Brookview with 2 paved ADA 

parking bays 

• Paved ADA Parking (2 spaces) 

 

 

Recommendations Still Valid: 

• Paved walking trails 

• Entrance plazas 

• Pedestrian crosswalk enhancements 

• New backstop and field relocation, non-programmed 

• Landscape improvements 

 

 

Additional Recommendations: 

• Construct sidewalks along surrounding streets to improve pedestrian access 
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Westside Community Center 

This facility is not owned by the City of Anderson but is a partnership with the Westside 
Community Center that allows the City to maintain the existing play equipment, shelter 
and grounds. 

 

 

2008 Master Plan Recommendations: 
Westside Community Center was not included in the 2008 Master Plan 

 

 

Recommendations Completed to Date: 

N/A 

 

 

Recommendations: 

• Renovate existing track 

• Install new playground equipment 

• Renovate and repair existing picnic shelter 

• General landscape beautification 
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• Create trail network to new housing being installed adjacent to and behind the 

property 

 

Additional Recommendations: 

• Provide access to proposed Whitner Creek Greenway 

• Wayfinding signage along proposed Whitner Creek Greenway 
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Anderson County Sports & Entertainment Complex 

This 300-acre, multi-field recreation complex is owned and maintained by Anderson 

County.  In a partnership with the County, the City of Anderson contributes funds 

toward the use of the ball fields for City programming.    

 

 

 

 

Upcoming City Parks: 

Dog Park at 415 N. Fant Street 
The 3.02 acres will be divided into two fenced in areas, one side for small dogs and the 

other side for large dogs.  The wooded site is to remain with minimal disturbance to 

provide a shaded dog park environment. 

Church Street Heritage Park 
This .25-acre park on East Church Street will be a venue to celebrate Anderson’s 

African American heritage and become a cultural tourism destination to inspire a new 

generation of entrepreneurs. 
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Programming Recommendations 

 

 

Inclusive Programming 

• Develop age-appropriate, organized classes and camps for children and young 

adults with special needs, such as team sports, special Olympics sports, theater, 

art, music, cooking 

 

Child Safety and Youth Development 

• Provide age-appropriate, supervised programs for children outside of school 

hours (summer playground and afterschool programs) 

• Develop policies related to unattended children at the Recreation Center 

• Develop policies related to child behavior 

 

Recreation Desert 

• Provide recreation outreach, possibly through a mobile recreation unit. 

• Develop partnerships to reach these areas  

 

Lack of Child Care for Parents of Young Children 

• Provide child care during dedicated times to allow parents to take advantage of 

recreation services 

 

Limited opportunities for Health and Wellness for Children and Adults 

• Expand health and wellness programming for children, such as cooking Camps, 

running club, track program, tennis, sports camps, swimming 

• Expand health and wellness programming for adults, including walking programs, 

dance classes, pickle ball, swimming, fitness programs, team sports, and 

community gardening 

Opportunities 

• Community special events, such as music in the park, 4th of July fireworks,  

• Dog Park -- Develop a fenced space providing shade and water for pets and park 

benches for owners 
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Athletic Field Analysis 
 

City of Anderson Parks and Recreation                                                                                               

Athletic Fields Analysis 

      

Space 

Current 

Number Need ¹ 

Football 1 2 

Baseball 5 8 

Softball (if shared with youth baseball 2 8 

Soccer 0 4 

Tennis 0 20 

Lacrosse (field hockey standard) ² 0 2 

Playgrounds (in acres) ³ 100 400 

    

Notes   

¹ Based on NRPA standards per 2026 city population projection: 40,043 

² Anderson County provides     

³ Includes playgrounds, passive areas, picnic shelters   

 

Recommended Locations for Additional Fields/Amenities:  

 
Recreation Center Expansion Phase 1 to include: 

• (2) Basketball Courts  

Recreation Center Expansion Phase 2 to include:  

• (2) Basketball Courts 

• (1) Multi-purpose Court 

Anderson Recreation Center Site Improvements to include: 

• (1) Multi-purpose Lacrosse / Soccer Field 

• Trail Connection to Greenway 

• Additional Parking 

• (1) Tennis Court  

• (1) Playground 
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Beatrice Thompson Park Improvements to include:  

• Trail Connection to Greenway 

• New Parking Area 

• (5) Workout Stations 

 

Cathcart Park / C Street Field Improvements to include: 

• (1) Basketball Court 

• New Parking Area 

• Trail Connection to Greenway 

 

Jim Ed Rice Center Improvements to include: 

• (2) Baseball Fields 

• (4) Basketball Courts 

• New Parking Area 

 

Eastside Recreation Complex Improvements to include:  

• (1) Baseball Field 

• (1) Multi-purpose Soccer / Lacrosse Field 

• (1) Playground 

• Trail Connection to Greenway 

• New Parking Area 
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Facilities 

 

Anderson Recreation Center 

 

The Anderson Recreation Center is a 35,000 square foot facility constructed in 2006.  The 
Center is home to two basketball courts, five multi-purpose rooms, an indoor walking track 
and a fitness mezzanine with cardio equipment.  The grounds of the Rec Center have five 
baseball/softball fields, a multi-purpose field, a large play structure and picnic shelter.   
 
The Recreational Center is in good condition, yet operates near or beyond utilization 
capacity. The community is asking (demanding) more and more of the Rec Center: more 
classes, expanded hours, more programming. NRPA standards illuminate that the City of 
Anderson should provide more facilities - to meet current needs and to meet future needs 
per population projections. These needs are provided in the facilities program on the 
following pages. While the existing facility is serving the community well, the facility cannot 
sustain the existing utilization without improvements.  

 

Existing undeveloped property on the Rec Center site provides ideal space for Rec Center 
expansion, additional recreational play field, and connection to the proposed Whitner 
Creek Greenway. 
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Recreation Center Expansion 

The following facilities program defines the recommended new spaces for the Recreation 

Center. These spaces address community needs and the National Recreation and Park 

Association (NRPA) requirements per the 2026 population projections for the City of 

Anderson. This expansion will not meet all NRPA requirements, but will allow the City to 

enhance the user experience and to provide more recreational and wellness opportunities 

for residents. 

The expansion provides dedicated rooms for weights, group classes, spin, and yoga. 

These classes are popular; however, the existing space limits the number of classes 

available and requires constant set-up to meet the needs of each type of class. While 

these rooms would be dedicated, they could be used for other purposes. 

One of the priority spaces for the expansion is a dedicated youth fitness room. There is an 

increasing need for youth programming, ages 13-18. This room can become a safe, fun, 

collaborative space for camps, after school activities, meetings, social events and 

wellness. 

The additional basketball courts respond to the NRPA standards, which recommend eight 

courts for a city of Anderson’s population. The multi-recreational court provides a 

dedicated space for volley ball, pickleball, tennis, wrestling, kickball, summer camps, after 

school programs, as well as additional basketball play. NRPA standards recommend two 

multi-recreational courts. The Rec Center expansion will provide one of those. 

The recommended expansion totals 89,208 gross square foot (GSF). This expansion will 

provide sustainable, flexible and quality recreation and wellness space and allow the city to 

meet the needs of its growing population. With the addition, the total Recreation Center SF 

will be as follows. 

Existing GSF      35,282 

Recommended New GSF    89,208 

Total GSF    124,490 

 

 

Conceptual Construction Cost Estimate 
 
The following conceptual cost estimate assumes limited, cosmetic renovations to the 
existing facility and does not include site work. 
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Space

Current 

Number

Current 

NSF
1

Need
2

Recommended 

Additional or 

New

 NSF per 

person, space 

or equipment

Number of 

People or 

Equipment NSF

Existing Spaces (Expanded)                   41,100 

Basketball Courts (league) 2 8 4 7,800               31,200                 

Cardio Room 1 50                     30                     1,500                   

Multi-Purpose Rooms 4

Walking Track 1 1 6,800               6,800                   

Locker Rooms 2 2 800                  1,600                   

New Spaces 20,040                 

Dedicated Group Exercise Room 1 60                     30                     1,800                   

Dedicated Yoga Room 1 50                     30                     1,500                   

Dedicated Spin Room 1 50                     30                     1,500                   

Dedicated Weight Room 1 50                     40                     2,000                   

Youth Fitness Room 1 50                     50                     2,500                   

Multi Recreation Court
3

4 1 9,840               9,840                   

League Sports Storage 1 400                  400                       

Staff Offices 7 5 100 5 500

Enhanced Spaces 1,580                   

Childcare 1 35                     20                     700                       

Demonstration Kitchen/Food Prep 1 40                     15                     600                       

Food Storage/Freezer 1 280                  280                       

Ballfield Facilities 1,000                   

Concession/Restrooms 1 1,000               1,000                   

Subtotal additional space 63,720                 

Grossing Factor 1.4

Total Additional Building GSF 89,208                 

Existing REC GSF 35,282                 

Total GSF 124,490               

Conceptual Construction Cost Estimate

New Construction: Rec Center Addition

GSF 89,208                 

$/SF 300$                     

sub-total 26,762,400$      

Renovations to Existing Rec Center

GSF 35,282                 

$/SF 50$                       

sub-total 1,764,100$         

Total Conceptual Construction Cost Estimate 28,526,500$      

Notes

1
 NSF: Net Square Footage is usable square footage

2
 Based on NRPA standards per 2026 city population projection: 40,043

3
 Basketball, volley ball, pickleball, tennis, wrestling, group fitness, kickball, summer camps, after school programs

City of Anderson Parks and Recreation

Recreation Center Space Program Recommendations
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Recreation Center Conceptual Plans 
 

The following conceptual floor plans illustrate how the Recreation Center can expand on 

the site. Accessibility and security are major factors in this plan. Two key elements include: 

1) accessibility, particularly improving secured access from the lower parking lot; and 2) an 

improved central entry that provides a single, secured entry point to both wings. This will 

limit the need for additional staff and improve the sense of security, especially if and when 

the Recreation Center institutes expanded hours (early morning and late evening). 

Improvements to the current facility will most likely be updating finishes and furnishings. 

This plan does recommend that the existing entry is closed in order to become an 

additional fitness area.  
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Master Plan Recommendation Staff Cost Projections 
 

Recreation Facility Staff 

 

Projected annual payroll expenses for recreation center expansion are categorized in three 

categories – fulltime, part-time and contract employees. Staffing costs are estimated based 

on industry benchmarking for similar salaried and hourly positions.   The level of staffing 

recommended is a mid-point cost projection based on projected programming and facility 

recommendations, assuming a seven day/week, twelve hour/day operation.  In reviewing 

the current Authorized Personnel Position for APR, two of the recommended positions 

already exist (Recreation Division Head and Maintenance Foreman) and two are new 

(Recreation Specialist and Custodian). 

 

Program Recommendation 

 

• Afterschool/Summer Camp/Therapeutic Recreation/Health and Wellness 

Programming - The addition of afterschool, summer camp and/or therapeutic 

recreation programs and increased health and wellness programming will require a 

fulltime recreation department head responsible for program development as well 

as the supervision of recreation specialist and contract instructors. 

 

• Afterschool/Summer Camp/Therapeutic Recreation/Health and Wellness 

Programming – To manage and support the increase in programming an addition 

Recreation Specialist should be hired to maximize the programming opportunities 

for all ages. 

 

 

Facility Recommendation 

 

• Maintenance staff recommendation is based on the NRPA Standard of 118 man 

hours/acre of park land. APR is currently maintaining 77 acres of parkland. Given 

this standard, the current staffing level seems to be sufficient for maintenance 

workers, however the unfilled Foreman’s position is recommended to be filled. 

• The additional building square footage will require another custodial employee. 

Job Title 

 

Salaried Employees      Annual Compensation 

Recreation Division Head $50,619* 

Recreation Specialist $48,600* 

Foreman I $37,926* 
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Custodian $31,578* 

Sub Total $168,723* 

 

* Per City of Anderson compensation plan 

 

 

Part time Employees  Hours Days Rate 

 

Front Desk Attendants (2) 12 364 $10.00 $43,680 

 

Total     $212,403 

 

Seasonal Recreation Techs  

Average 1/10 staff/child ratio $10.00 

 

Contract Instructors     75/25 revenue split
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Natatorium 

 
A new public swimming facility (natatorium) is recognized as a need for residents of 

Anderson. There are no public facilities that are currently available to residents. NRPA 

standards recommend that a city the size of Anderson (projected 2026 population) provide 

two pools. This study recommends that the City move forward with efforts to cultivate 

cooperative financial partnerships with other government agencies, local corporations, and 

private donors for the planning, design and construction of a public natatorium facility.  

Natatoriums are expensive and labor-intensive to operate and maintain. However, the 

wellness and safety benefits are innumerable. All children (and adults) should have 

opportunities to participate in swimming lessons. Competitive swimming is growing in 

popularity and is a wonderful wellness and recreational outlet. Exploring partnerships with 

AmMed, Anderson County and Anderson University can provide mutual benefits in therapy 

and recovery, student and community engagement and in wellness. The program for the 

natatorium recommends additional recreation and fitness spaces in order to maximize the 

utilization of the facility and to meet NRPA standards. 

 

Natatorium

Space

Current 

Number

Current 

NSF Need
1

Recommended 

Additional or 

New

 NSF per 

person, space 

or equipment

Number of 

People or 

Equipment NSF

Pool 2 1 12,500            12,500            

Lobby/Waiting 1 1 800                  800                  

Staff Offices 3 160                  480                  

Locker Rooms 2 800                  1,600               

Multi Recreation Court
2

4 1 9,840               9,840               

Multi-Purpose Room 2 20                     75                     3,000               

Classroom 2 25                     35                     1,750               

Basketball Courts (league) 2 7,800               15,600            

Weight Room 1 50                     30                     1,500               

Cardio Room 1 50                     30                     1,500               

Dedicated Group Exercise Room 1 60                     30                     1,800               

Walking Track 1 3,800               3,800               

Catering Kitchen 1 400                  400                  

Vending 1 100                  100                  

Subtotal 54,670            

Grossing Factor 1.4

Total Building GSF 76,538            

Notes

1
 Based on NRPA standards per 2026 city population projection: 40,043

2
 Basketball, volley ball, pickleball, tennis, wrestling, group fitness, kickball, summer camps, after school programs

City of Anderson Parks and Recreation
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Natatorium Cost Projections 

Facility Staff 

Staffing costs are estimated based on industry benchmarking for similar salaried and 

hourly positions. Staffing review of similar facility operations across the United States 

indicate significant differences in labor costs.  The level of staffing recommended is a mid-

point cost projection based on projected programming demand.  

 

Salaried Employees Annual Compensation 

Facility Director $60,139 

Aquatics Programmer $50,619 

Certified Pool Operator $50,619 

Grounds Maintenance $31,578 

Sub Total $192,955 

 

Hourly Employees Daily Hours Base Rate Days Employer Expense 

Lifeguards (4) 60 $10.00 360 $216,000 

Front Desk (1) 15 $10.00 360 $54,000 

Custodial 24 $10.00 360 $86,400 

Fitness Attendant 15 $10.00 360 $54,000 

Sub Total    $410,400 

     

Total    $603,355 

Cost projections have been derived from benchmarks of similar facilities in the Southeast and 

could vary based on local utility and existing insurance rates. 

 

Operations and Maintenance  

Insurance TBD 

Equipment Repairs and Maintenance $94,366 

Commodities TBD 

  

Utilities  

Electricity $220,000 

Water $40,000 

Natural Gas $20,000 
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Anderson Recreation Center Improvements -  Cost Estimate 

 

Item Description Qty Units Unit Price Price 
            

1 Mobilization / Site Prep 1 LS $75,000.00 $75,000.00 
            

2 Earthwork / Grading 1 LS $150,000.00 $150,000.00 
            

3 Roads / Pavement         

  a) Asphalt Pavement  5,300 SY $55.00 $291,500.00 

  b) Curb & Gutter 1,600 LF $30.00 $48,000.00 

  c) 8' Concrete Trail 1,800 LF $36.00 $64,800.00 

  d) 5' Concrete Walk 1,000 LF $23.00 $23,000.00 

            

4 Storm Drainage 1 LS $125,000.00 $125,000.00 

            

5 Sediment & Erosion Control 1 LS $35,000.00 $35,000.00 

            

6 Buildings / Structures         

  a) Restroom Pavilion 1 LS $250,000.00 $250,000.00 

  b) Small Pavilion 1 EA $45,000.00 $45,000.00 

            

7 Water / Sewer Services 1 LS $60,000.00 $60,000.00 

            

8 Multipurpose Field 1 LS $95,000.00 $95,000.00 

            

9 Tennis Courts 1 LS $80,000.00 $80,000.00 

            

10 Playground Area         

  a) Play Equipment 2 EA $85,000.00 $170,000.00 

  b) Fencing 1,200 LF $50.00 $60,000.00 

  c) Playground Mulch 4,000 SY $16.00 $64,000.00 

            

11 Landscaping / Irrigation 1 LS $230,000.00 $230,000.00 

            

12 Miscellaneous         

  a) Site Furniture / Benches 1 LS $50,000.00 $50,000.00 

  b) Lighting 1 LS $120,000.00 $120,000.00 

  c) Signage 1 LS $10,000.00 $10,000.00 

      Subtotal $2,046,300.00 

      10% Cont. $204,630.00 

      TOTAL $2,250,930.00 
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Beatrice Thompson Park Improvements -   Cost Estimate 
 

Item # Description     Price 

          

1 Site Prep / Mobilization / Demolition     $20,000.00 

          

2 Earthwork / Grading     $30,000.00 

          

3 Roads / Pavement     $208,500.00 

  a) Asphalt Pavement (Base & Surface)       

  b) Curb & Gutter       

  c) 8' Concrete Trail (2500 LF)       

          

4 Storm Drainage / Flume Naturalization     $150,000.00 

          

5 Sediment & Erosion Control     $35,000.00 

          

6 Buildings / Structures     $191,500.00 

  a) Small Pavilion       

  b) 8' Boardwalk / Bridge       

          

7 Water / Sewer Services     $15,000.00 

          

8 Playground Area     $106,500.00 

  a) Play Equipment       

  b) Fencing       

  c) Playground Mulch       

          

10 Landscaping & Irrigation     $55,000.00 

          

11 Miscellaneous     $28,000.00 

  a) Site Furniture / Benches       

  b) Lighting       

  c) Signage       

    Subtotal $839,500.00 

    

10% 

Contingency $83,950.00 

    TOTAL $923,450.00 
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Cater’s Lake Improvements -  Cost Estimate 
 

Item Description   

 

Price 

          

1 Site Prep / Mobilization / Demolition     $20,000.00 

          

2 Earthwork / Grading     $15,000.00 

          

3 Roads / Pavement     $136,800.00 

  a) Asphalt Pavement (Base & Surface)       

  b) Curb & Gutter       

  c) 8' Concrete Trail       

          

4 Storm Drainage / Sediment Control     $35,000.00 

          

5 Landscaping & Irrigation     $50,000.00 

          

6 Miscellaneous     $210,000.00 

  a) Site Furniture / Benches       

  b) Lighting       

  c) Signage       

  d) Sprayground       

  e) Water Feature       

    Subtotal $466,800.00 

    10% Contingency $46,680.00 

    TOTAL $513,480.00 
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Eastside Recreation Center Improvements -  Cost Estimate 

 

Item Description Qty Units Unit Price Price 

            

1 Mobilization / Site Prep 1 LS $50,000.00 $50,000.00 

            

2 Earthwork / Grading 1 LS $60,000.00 $60,000.00 

            

3 Roads / Pavement         

  a) Asphalt Pavement 5,400 SY $55.00 $297,000.00 

  b) Curb & Gutter 1,500 LF $30.00 $45,000.00 

  c) 8' Concrete Trail 1,200 LF $36.00 $43,200.00 

  d) 5' Concrete Walk 750 LF $23.00 $17,250.00 

            

4 Storm Drainage 1 LS $135,000.00 $135,000.00 

            

5 Sediment & Erosion Control 1 LS $35,000.00 $35,000.00 

            

6 Buildings / Structures         

  a) Restroom Pavilion 1 LS $250,000.00 $250,000.00 

  b) Small Pavilion 3 EA $45,000.00 $135,000.00 

  c) Armory Renovation 1 LS $245,000.00 $245,000.00 

            

7 Water / Sewer Services 1 LS $40,000.00 $40,000.00 

            

8 Ballfield 1 LS $125,000.00 $125,000.00 

            

9 Lacrosse / Soccer Field 1 LS $100,000.00 $100,000.00 

            

10 Playground Area         

  a) Play Equipment 1 LS $85,000.00 $85,000.00 

  b) Fencing 650 LF $50.00 $32,500.00 

  c) Playground Mulch 1,900 SY $16.00 $30,400.00 

            

11 Landscaping / Irrigation 1 LS $230,000.00 $230,000.00 

            

12 Miscellaneous         

  a) Site Furniture / Benches 1 LS $20,000.00 $20,000.00 

  b) Lighting 1 LS $150,000.00 $150,000.00 

  c) Signage 1 LS $15,000.00 $15,000.00 

      Subtotal $2,140,350.00 

      10% Cont. $214,035.00 

      TOTAL $2,354,385.00 
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Jim Ed Rice Center Improvements -  Cost Estimate 
 

Item  Description   Price 

        

1 Site Prep / Mobilization / Demolition   $50,000.00 

        

2 Earthwork / Grading   $30,000.00 

        

3 Roads / Pavement   $164,135.00 

  a) Asphalt Pavement (Base & Surface)     

  b) Curb & Gutter     

  c) Concrete Walk     

        

4 Storm Drainage   $50,000.00 

        

5 Sediment & Erosion Control   $35,000.00 

        

6 Buildings / Structures   $125,000.00 

  a) Small Pavilion / Restrooms     

        

7 Water / Sewer Services   $29,000.00 

        

8 Basketball Courts (4)   $200,000.00 

    9 Baseball Fields 

 

$250,000.00 

        

10 Landscaping & Irrigation   $90,000.00 

        

11 Miscellaneous   $70,000.00 

  a) Site Furniture / Benches     

  b) Lighting     

  c) Signage     

    Subtotal $1,093,135.00 

    10% contingency $109,313.50 

    Total $1,202,448.50 
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Linley Park Improvements -  Cost Estimate 
 

Item  Description Qty Units Unit Price Price 

            

1 

Site Prep / Mobilization / 

Demolition 1 LS $150,000.00 $150,000.00 

            

2 Earthwork / Grading 1 LS $75,000.00 $75,000.00 

            

3 Pavement / Parking         

  a) 8' Concrete Trail 3,680 LF $36.00 $132,480.00 

 

b) Asphalt Pavement B&S 

    

 

     with Curb & Gutter 1 LS $76,500.00 $76,500.00 

            

4 Reconfigured Traffic Circulation 1 LS $750,000.00 $750,000.00 

            

5 

Storm Drainage / Flume 

Naturalization 1 LS $85,000.00 $85,000.00 

            

6 Sediment & Erosion Control 1 LS $55,000.00 $55,000.00 

            

7 Playground Expansion 1 LS $75,000.00 $75,000.00 

 

a) Play Equipment 

    

 

b) Fencing 

    

 

c) Mulch 

    

      8 Landscaping 1 LS $250,000.00 $250,000.00 

            

9 Irrigation 1 LS $80,000.00 $80,000.00 

            

10 Miscellaneous         

  a) Site Furniture / Benches 1 LS $20,000.00 $20,000.00 

  b) Lighting 1 LS $50,000.00 $50,000.00 

  c) Signage 1 LS $20,000.00 $20,000.00 

  d) Ditch Re-shaping 1 LS $50,000.00 $50,000.00 

      Subtotal $1,868,980.00 

      10% Cont. $186,898.00 

      TOTAL $2,055,878.00 
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Anderson Parks and Recreation Division Marketing Strategy 

 

"Parks are such an essential component of livable, sustainable, communities that it is 

difficult to imagine a truly livable sustainable community without parks, trails, and other 

recreational resources and the positive changes such parks create for the entire 

neighborhood."   

Rejuvenating Neighborhoods and Communities through Parks—A Guide to 

Success NRPA  

 

 

The purpose of this marketing 

recommendation is to steer the Anderson 

Parks and Recreation Division on a 

course that will enable it to communicate 

to the public available park and recreation 

opportunities as well as attract new local 

and regional visitors. To achieve this goal, the plan focused on the following objectives: 

 

1. To understand the role of Anderson Parks and Recreation 

2. To expand Anderson Parks and Recreation products and services 

3. To understand the competitive marketplace for recreation services 

4. To identify areas for potential growth in programming and market focus 

 

OBJECTIVE 1: To Understand the Role of Anderson Parks and Recreation  

• The Anderson City parks are essential for strengthening and maintaining a 

healthy community. Positive impacts are evident throughout the community.  

• Recreation brings neighbors together, encourages safer, cleaner 

neighborhoods and creates a livelier community atmosphere.  

• The City’s parks help improve the community’s image, socioeconomic status 

and enhance the area’s desirability. Residents recognize the numerous benefits 

that well-maintained open spaces and recreation facilities have for the 

community.  
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• Low crime rates increase property values and help residents feel secure.  

• Anderson Parks and Recreation has a multi-faceted function in the community: 

o Primary provider of affordable, organized youth and adult sports in the 

community  

o Primary provider of scenic, passive greenspace, picnic areas, playgrounds 

and trails 

o Provider of affordable/quality fitness facilities and programs 

o Provider of safe/public access to Lake Hartwell 

o Provider of a public, downtown event space for community use and private 

events 

 

Other key priorities for Anderson Parks and Recreation can be categorized into three 

pillars to support the objectives of strengthening community image, supporting economic 

development and promoting health and wellness. 

• Conservation 

Parks are critical in the role of preserving natural resources for communities. Local 

parks are the leaders, and often the only voice in communities, for protecting open 

space, connecting children to nature, and providing education and programming 

that helps communities engage in conservation practices. 

• Health and Wellness  

Local parks lead the nation in improving the overall health and wellness of 

communities. They are essential partners in preventing and combating some of 

the most complicated and expensive challenges our country faces — poor 

nutrition, hunger, obesity, chronic disease and physical inactivity. 

• Social Equity  

Universal access to public parks and recreation is a right, not just a privilege. Local 

park and recreation agencies work hard to ensure all members of their 

communities have access to their resources and programming. 

  



 

Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2017     10.03 

 

OBJECTIVE 2: To Expand Anderson Parks & Recreation Products and Services:  

 

• Anderson City Parks are meeting many of these challenges head-on. With the 

opening of the 32,000 square foot Recreation Center in 2006, the Anderson Parks 

and Recreation Division has experienced an immerging market of 

fitness/wellness programming that has quickly outgrown this facility, which 

suggests that demand exists for more fitness opportunities for all ages. The 

current membership of the Recreation Center is 2,314 individuals.  

 

• More than half of the membership is over the age of 55. 

 

• Throughout the City, small neighborhood parks provide green space, limited play 

equipment, basketball goals, and picnic shelters as gathering places for 

neighborhood residents.  

 

• Cater’s Lake Park, a scenic lake front park is a destination for City residents to 

enjoy picnics, walking and passive recreation.  

 

• Darwin Wright Park, located on Lake Hartwell, offers picnicking, swimming and 

disc golf. 

 

• In addition to traditional athletic, playground and picnic facilities, the City provides 

a highly used and valued downtown event space known as Carolina Wren Park. 

The Park is a destination serving as a downtown retreat and gathering place and 

is frequently used by non-profit partners such as the Anderson Main Street 

Program. This multi-use facility offers a venue for live performances, cultural 

events, “Movies in the Park”, festivals, weddings and reunions. Holiday Ice, a 

seasonal synthetic ice skating rink, is a popular holiday attraction at Carolina Wren 

Park. 

 

Leadership 

Anderson leaders made a strong commitment to public parks and recreation in 2007 with 

the creation of a Parks and Recreation Division Head as a component of City's 

leadership.  

The experienced, dedicated staff is enthusiastic, committed and knowledgeable in areas 

of maintenance, athletics, fitness, and administration management.  
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OBJECTIVE 3: To Maintain Affordability in the Competitive Marketplace for 

Recreation Services  

 

Anderson's other players in the public and non-profit sector of youth and senior 

programming and park facilities include the YMCA and Anderson County Parks and 

Recreation.  The Anderson YMCA is a membership organization that serves a similar 

market within Anderson. The YMCA market advantage consists of a strong brand and the 

availability of a swimming pool, which the city no longer offers.  

 

Other gym/fitness providers in Anderson include Gold’s Gym, Planet Fitness, and Coop’s 

Health & Fitness.  The chart below compares the yearly rates for membership. 

 

Anderson Recreation Center Pricing Compared to other providers: 
 
 Annual Rates 

 
Anderson Rec Center YMCA 

Gold’s 
Gym 

Planet 
Fitness 

Coop’s 
Health 

 
Resident 

Non-
Resident 

    

Family $176.00 $418.00 $924.00 -- -- -- 
Senior Adult Family -- -- $660.00 -- -- -- 
Single Parent Family -- -- $759.00 -- -- -- 
Senior Adult $35.00 $85.00 $506.00 $170.99 $188 $230 
Adult $121.00 $242.00 $616.00 $170.99 $188 $230 
Youth  
Under 17 - Anderson 
Ages 13-17 – YMCA 
12-17 – Gold’s & Coop’s 
16-17 – Planet Fitness 

$17.00 $51.00 $407.00 $170.99 $188 $230 

Youth (12 & under) -- -- $286.00 -- -- -- 
Business (per employee) $85.00 $146.00 -- call call call 

Day Pass $10.00 $10.00 -- call call call 

Fitness Class $5.00 $5.00 -- call call call 

 
 

In addition to the YMCA rates shown above, there is an additional Joining Fee of $50.00 

for all categories, with the exception of college students, teens, and youth memberships. 

(The YMCA offers separate rates for college students – $156 per semester (semesters 

run Jan-Apr, May-Aug, Sept-Dec.).  
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OBJECTIVE 3: To Maintain Affordability in the Competitive Marketplace for 

Recreation Services (continued) 

 

Anderson County Parks and Recreation 

The 300-acre Anderson Sports & Entertainment Center is located in Anderson County, 

South Carolina, just minutes from Interstate 85 halfway between Charlotte, North 

Carolina, and Atlanta, Georgia. The Center plays host to concerts, sporting events, 

tournaments, festivals, trade shows, community meetings and more. The ASEC complex 

is also home to hundreds of acres of public parkland, plus playgrounds and miles of 

walking trails. Anderson County Parks and Recreation provides no organized 

recreation programming. 

 

 

Pricing and Policy Recommendations -- Develop a policy on pricing that 

1) encourages accessibility for the entire community,  

2)  ensures agency rates are competitive, and  

3)  ensures user agreements and partnerships are sustainable. 

 
Recreation Center and Programming Fees 

Increases in membership fees could be warranted at The Recreation Center and 

for fitness class user fees for both resident and non-resident participants. 

Assuming accessibility as an important core value of the agency, a scholarship 

program could be put in place to insure programs and facilities are accessible, 

regardless of income.  

Youth Athletic Fees  

Youth Athletic fees appear to be at market level for similar programs. 

Non-profit Use Agreements 

Non-Profit Use Agreements for parks and public spaces should be examined to 

determine if current agreements are sustainable for the Anderson Parks and 

Recreation Division, specifically to insure agency costs are covered by event 

sponsorships/admissions. The Division should also consider guaranteeing a 

percentage of the profits of such events are returned to the Recreation Division. 
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OBJECTIVE 4: To Enhance and Promote the Value of Anderson Parks & Recreation 

 

Recommendation 1:  

Build the value of Anderson Parks and Recreation (APR) as a major contributor to 

the quality of life in Anderson. 

• Adopt a message reflecting the value APR contributes to the city. 

• Promote the quality of the agency’s skilled professionals. 

• Promote the quality of coaches and skill development for children. 

• Promote the value of youth mentoring provided by APR. 

• Promote the quality of APR facilities.  

• Targeted Consumer Demographics: 

o City residents of all ages. (primary) 
o Surrounding area of unincorporated Anderson County/School District Five 

(secondary) 
 
Recommendation 2: 

Public Relations Strategy and Execution -- Develop a promotional presentation for 

speaking engagements to build community awareness of the master plan, goals 

and progress. Schedule speaking engagements for: 

• City Leadership/Employees 

• Civic Clubs 

• Church Groups 

• School District Leadership 

• Parent Organizations 

 
Recommendation 3: 

Advertising Strategy and Execution -- Develop a broad variety of entry points for 
public information. 

• Create an inviting, user-friendly, informative website. 

• Build and maintain a social media presence – Facebook, Twitter, Instagram. 

• Distribute regular press releases to local print, radio and broadcast media. 

• Distribute flyers or club cards in schools and churches quarterly. 

• Participate in Back to School registrations annually. 

• Publish a quarterly guide of all recreation opportunities. 

• Create seasonal flyers or club flyers for individual programs. 

• Create a marketing brand and print it on promotional merchandise -- magnets, 

T-shirts, caps, cups, etc. to be used at registration tables, community 

information fairs, etc.   
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OBJECTIVE 4: To Enhance and Promote the Value of Anderson Parks & Recreation 

 

Success Metrics 

 

• Strengthen the image of parks and recreation as vital to the image of the community. 

• Increase fitness and youth services by 30% by 2020.  

• Implement new programs for youth, such as: 

• Summer Playground Programs 

• Afterschool Program 

• Child Care at the Recreation Center to allow more parents to participate 

• Cooking Camps 

• Running Club 

• Track Program 

• Tennis Instruction 

• Sports Camps 

• Swim Team 

• To ensure marketing goals are met, set clear, measureable goals that utilize your 

limited resources: 

1) To Measure Brand Awareness, track and log the following: 

a. Website traffic 

b. Page views 

c. Downloads 

d. Social Chatter -- Likes, shares, tweets 

2) Log Repeat Customers 

3) Event Attendance - set desired Admission/Participation numbers over a period 

of time 

4) Return on Investment -- Revenue generated over cost 

5) E-newsletter subscriptions and renewals 

6) Number of volunteers who sign up for events 

7) Participant evaluations -- monitor where they get their information 

8) Online surveys -- measure satisfaction with operations, facilities and programs 

9) Number of inquiries received at the front desk via phone/email 

10) Number of new memberships at the Rec Center 

11) Increase number of partners 

12) Increase number of sponsorships 
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Capital Improvement Plan 
 

Phasing 

 
Phase I 

1. Anderson Recreation Center Expansion Phase 1    $ 15,950,000 

2. Recreation Center Site Improvements     $   1,250,000 

(Additional Parking and Multi-Purpose Ball Field)   

3. Linley Park Improvements        $   2,250,000 

4. Jim Ed Rice Center Ball Fields and Basketball Courts   $   1,296,000 

5. Whitner Creek Greenway Connection (Phase 1)    $      893,000 

(From Linley Park to Tribble Street) 

6. Bea Thompson Park Expansion/Improvements    $      924,000 

 

Additional Tasks within 2017-2020 

• Identify Location for New Centralized Downtown Maintenance Facility  

• Update Master Plan to confirm next phase capital improvements plan and funding  

 

Phase II 

1. Whitner Creek Greenway Phase 2 (From Tribble Street to Westside Community Center) 

2. Eastside Recreation Complex Expansion Improvements 

3. Depot Creek Greenway Connection 

4. Update Master Plan to confirm next phase capital improvements plan and funding 

5. Conduct a Natatorium Feasibility Study     

(To establish the Program, Design Direction and Establish a Budget) 

6. Anderson Recreation Center Expansion Phase 2 

 

Phase III 

1. Anderson University Loop Greenway 

2. Cater’s Lake Improvements 

3. 2026 – Update Master Plan for 2027-2037  
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Capital Funding Sources  
 

Projects recommended in this report reflect the needs for parks and recreation services 

in the City of Anderson, covering the next 10 years. Sources of funding for the 

recommended projects/programs can be categorized into three primary categories: 

bonds, partnerships and grants. 

 

General Obligation Bond Program 

The City entered into a lease purchase agreement in December 2004 for 

$5,700,000.  The final payment is due December 1, 2016.  The annual debt service 

was $560,000, the payment for which has come from Hospitality Tax revenue. This 

revenue could be used to issue new debt by way of general obligation bonds, 

renewed lease purchase agreements, or revenue bonds. 

 

• City Hospitality Fund 

Anderson implemented a two percent hospitality tax nearly a decade ago. 

The tax is designed to support projects that attract tourism. Last year, the 

hospitality tax brought in more than $2 million. The funds have paid for major 

city projects, including Linley Park and Carolina Wren Park, as well as the 

Recreation Center. The P&R Department’s Operating Budget for FY 2015-

2016 showed the Hospitality Fund provided $401,438.00 to the Recreation 

Department. 

 

 

Revenue Bonds 

Revenue bonds may be issued to fund projects that have potential to produce revenue 

to repay debt. 

 

 

Partnerships  

It is critical that the Anderson Parks and Recreation Department develop partnerships to 

fulfill its role of providing quality services to the community. The key to creating those 

partnerships is to identify agencies and businesses whose values and beliefs align with 

the Parks and Recreation Department.    

Public private partnerships can become the mechanism to allow businesses and 

agencies to invest in the park system. The basic approach is for the department to enter 

into a working agreement with a private business to help fund, build, and/or operate a 
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public facility. Anderson Parks and Recreation Department has the option to offer 

incentives to a business invest in a partnership, including land, tax advantages, and 

special access to the facility. Well-crafted partnerships are just one way of providing 

public facilities at a lower cost. 

Private Partnership Opportunities: 

 

� AnMed 

It is AnMed’s vision “to be recognized and celebrated as the gold standard 

for...community health improvement.” This makes AnMed a strong partnership 

candidate for health/wellness initiatives such as bike and pedestrian trail projects. 

AnMed could also be approached as a provider of health/wellness programming 

at the rec center through providing instructors. Among AnMed’s core beliefs is 

“we’re in this together, continuously looking for opportunities to work in 

collaboration with others throughout the region to achieve our mission and 

vision." 

� Anderson University 

Discussions with Anderson University revealed some interest in partnering in 

facility development for joint use. AU’s mission of developing servant leaders 

provides opportunities for the development of volunteer and/or internship 

programs to achieve program goals. 

� Major Area Employers typically have an interest in investing in projects and 

programs that enhance the quality of life, create healthy communities, and impact 

the economic vitality of a community.  

 

 

Public Partnerships: 

 

� Anderson County Recreation 

Among the top needs identified in the community survey was aquatics 

programming.  Anderson County Recreation has recently indicated an interest in 

developing a natatorium facility to address this need. ACR would also be a likely 

partnership the greenway system. 

� Anderson School District Five  

School District Five’s mission is “to provide a superior school system 

empowering students to reach their potential through academics, arts, and 

athletics” -- aligning closely with the objectives of Anderson Parks and 

Recreation.  
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Grants 

There are a number of state and federal grants available for funding capital projects, 

including the SC Water Recreation Fund, SC Conservation Land Bank, and 

Accommodations Tax and Hospitality tax. Other options include: 

 

Community Development Block Grants (CDBG): The South Carolina Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program provides grants to units of local 

government in areas of the state that do not directly receive their own funding from 

HUD. CDBG grants can fund a wide variety of projects from revitalizing 

neighborhoods to improving community infrastructure, providing public facilities and 

creating or retaining jobs.  CDBG funds have limitations and are generally required 

to benefit low and moderate-income residents. Grants can cover up to 100% of 

project costs. 

 

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF): Federal dollars administered by the 

SC Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism. In 2016, the total LWCF request 

is $900 million: $400 million in discretionary funding and $500 million in permanent 

funding as part of a multi-year strategy leading to full permanent funding for LWCF in 

2017. This includes $53.2 million for state and local assistance grants. 

 

� The LWCF State Grants program provides matching grants to States and 

local governments for locally supported projects that provide close-to-home 

recreation areas and facilities. Since its inception, there have been more 

than 42,000 matching grants totaling over $4 billion more in local public and 

private investment.
 

 

 

� The Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund (CESCF) 

grants provide funds to States to work with private landowners, conservation 

organizations, and other partners to protect and conserve the habitat of 

threatened and endangered species.  

 

� The Urban Park Recreation and Recovery Program (UPARR) provides 

matching grants to select physically and economically distressed urban 

communities to revitalize and improve recreation opportunities. UPARR 

provides grants directly to local governments to rehabilitate recreation 

facilities; demonstrate innovative ways to enhance park and recreation 

opportunities; and develop local plans.  

 

� The Forest Legacy Program (FLP) supports State efforts to protect privately 

owned forest lands. FLP is an entirely voluntary program administered 
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through the Forest Service in cooperation with State partners. FLP also 

encourages partnerships with local governments and land trusts, recognizing 

the important contributions landowners, communities, and private 

organizations make to forest conservation efforts. 

 

South Carolina Parks and Recreation Development Fund (PARD): The PARD 

grant program is a state-funded noncompetitive reimbursable grant program for 

eligible local government or special purposes district entities within each county 

which provide recreational opportunities. This is a noncompetitive program available 

to eligible local governmental entities within each county area for development of 

new public recreation facilities or enhancement/renovations to existing facilities. This 

is an 80-20 match program.  

The Recreational Trails Program (RTP) is a federal-aid assistance program, 

administered by the Federal Highway Administration, designed to help states 

provide and maintain recreational trails for both motorized and non-motorized 

recreational trail use. The funds may be used to develop or improve trails for off-road 

motorcycles, ATVs, mountain bikes, equestrians, hikers and water trails.  A 20% 

match is required.  

Donations:  

 

Parks and recreation departments can solicit donations of labor, land, materials, or cash 

to fund smaller projects, such as picnic shelters or playground improvements, or they 

may be involved in larger aspects of park development. Donations and volunteer efforts 

can fund significant improvements, as well as helping to acquire new public open 

spaces. 

Foundations: 

Explore funding opportunities through private Foundations that are responsive to 

changing community needs in areas of education, health, social services and cultural 

affairs. 
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SURVEYSURVEYSURVEYSURVEY    
    

1.1.1.1. Listed below are programs and activities typically offered by parks and recreation departments.  Please place a 

check next to the programs and activities that you or members of your family have and/or would like to participate. 
(A. . . . Have ParticipatedHave ParticipatedHave ParticipatedHave Participated and B. Would Would Would Would likelikelikelike    to Participateto Participateto Participateto Participate – you may put a check in both columns) 
 

Youth SportsYouth SportsYouth SportsYouth Sports    Have 
Would 

like 
 Adult SportsAdult SportsAdult SportsAdult Sports    Have 

Would 

like 

1. Track Team (   ) (   )  32. Under 50 Basketball Leagues (   ) (   ) 
2. Tackle Football (   ) (   )  33. Over 50 Basketball Leagues (   ) (   ) 
3. Flag Football (   ) (   )  34. Flag Football Leagues (   ) (   ) 
4. Tennis Programs (   ) (   )  35. Softball Leagues (   ) (   ) 
5. Rec. Basketball Leagues (   ) (   )  36. Volleyball Leagues (   ) (   ) 
6. Softball – Fast Pitch (   ) (   )  37. Kickball (   ) (   ) 
7. Rec. Soccer Leagues (   ) (   )  38. Soccer (   ) (   ) 
8. Rec. Baseball Leagues (   ) (   )  39. Tennis League  (   ) (   ) 
9. Sports Camp (   ) (   )  40. Ultimate Frisbee (   ) (   ) 
10. Swim Team (   ) (   )  41. Swim Team (   ) (   ) 
11. Cheerleading (   ) (   )  42. Co-ed Sports (   ) (   ) 
12. Lacrosse Leagues (   ) (   )  43. Outdoor Fitness Classes (   ) (   ) 
13. Special Needs League (   ) (   )  44. Special Needs League (   ) (   ) 
14. Indoor Soccer (   ) (   )  45. Indoor Soccer (   ) (   ) 
15. Rec. Volleyball (   ) (   )  46. Disc Golf League (   ) (   ) 
16. Disc Golf League (   ) (   )  47. Baseball League (   ) (   ) 
       

Youth ProgramsYouth ProgramsYouth ProgramsYouth Programs       Special EventsSpecial EventsSpecial EventsSpecial Events   
17. Healthy Living (   ) (   )  48. Movies in the Park (   ) (   ) 
18. Summer/Specialty Camps (   ) (   )  49. Fishing Rodeo / Tournament (   ) (   ) 
19. Swimming Lessons (   ) (   )  50. Fireworks on 4th of July (   ) (   ) 
20. Special Needs Playground (   ) (   )  51. Parades (   ) (   ) 
21. Challenge Course (   ) (   )  52. Tennis Tournament (   ) (   ) 
22. Fitness Classes (   ) (   )  53. Marathon (   ) (   ) 
23. Running Programs (   ) (   )  54. Biathlons / Triathlons (   ) (   ) 
    55. Music in Park (   ) (   ) 

Senior ActivitiesSenior ActivitiesSenior ActivitiesSenior Activities       
24. Senior Games (   ) (   )  ClassesClassesClassesClasses   
25. Bowling (   ) (   )  56. Aerobics / Group Exercise (   ) (   ) 
26. Health / Fitness Classes (   ) (   )  57. Yoga (   ) (   ) 
27. Aerobics Classes (   ) (   )  58. Martial Arts Classes (   ) (   ) 
28. Weight Training (   ) (   )  59. Dance Classes (   ) (   ) 
29. Nature Programs (   ) (   )  60. Aquatics Fitness Classes (   ) (   ) 
30. Dance Classes (   ) (   )  61. Wellness Programs (   ) (   ) 
31. Youth Mentoring (   ) (   )  62. Walking Club (am/pm) (   ) (   ) 
    63. Weight Training (   ) (   ) 
    64. Challenge Course (   ) (   ) 
    65. Run Club (   ) (   ) 
    66. Bicycle Safety (   ) (   ) 
  



  CITY OF ANDERSON PARKS & RECREATION 

SURVEY                   Page | 2 of 7 

 

General Park ActivitiesGeneral Park ActivitiesGeneral Park ActivitiesGeneral Park Activities    Have 
Would 

like 
       

67. Walking on Trails (   ) (   )     
68. Jogging / Running (   ) (   )     
69. Visiting a Playground (   ) (   )     
70. Picnic in the Park (   ) (   )     
71. Off-Road Biking (   ) (   )     
72. Swimming (   ) (   )     
73. Visiting a Dog Park (   ) (   )     
74. Park Shelter (   ) (   )     
75. Facility Rental (   ) (   )     
76. Sports Spectator (   ) (   )     
77. Playing Sports (   ) (   )     
78. Bocce / Shuffleboard (   ) (   )     
79. Bird Watching (   ) (   )     
80. Gardening (   ) (   )     
81. Disc Golf (   ) (   )     
82. Fishing (   ) (   )     
83. Tennis (   ) (   )     
84. Indoor Walking (   ) (   )     
85. Special Needs Playground (   ) (   )     
86. Beach Volleyball (   ) (   )     
87. Outdoor Basketball Courts (   ) (   )     
       
 
2.2.2.2.    Go back to the list above and SELECT UP TO FIVESELECT UP TO FIVESELECT UP TO FIVESELECT UP TO FIVE programs, events, activities and services that are currently 

your and/or your family’s favorites.  Please write in the corresponding number: 

 

 1_______ 2_______ 3_______ 4_______ 5_______ 

 

    

3.3.3.3. How would you rate Anderson Parks and Recreation programs and activities?  Circle one answer below. 

                    Consistently high Consistently high Consistently high Consistently high qualityqualityqualityquality                                            Consistently goodConsistently goodConsistently goodConsistently good                                Quality varies with programsQuality varies with programsQuality varies with programsQuality varies with programs    Consistently poor qualityConsistently poor qualityConsistently poor qualityConsistently poor quality 

 
 
4.4.4.4.  Overall, how well do you think the following facilities, programs and activities provided by Anderson Parks and 

Recreation are currently meeting the needs of the community?  Please check appropriate response. 

 
    Not EnoughNot EnoughNot EnoughNot Enough    Almost EnoughAlmost EnoughAlmost EnoughAlmost Enough                    EnoughEnoughEnoughEnough    Too ManyToo ManyToo ManyToo Many    

Parks      _____      _____       _____   _____ 

Athletic Facilities     _____      _____       _____   _____ 

Trails / Greenways     _____      _____       _____   _____ 

Recreation Programs/Activities   _____      _____       _____   _____ 

Athletic Programs/Activities    _____      _____       _____   _____ 
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5555.  Using the list below, indicate how often you take part in the following parks and recreation programs:  

   1111----    Very OftenVery OftenVery OftenVery Often                    2222----    OftenOftenOftenOften    3333----    OccasionallyOccasionallyOccasionallyOccasionally                        4444----    RarelyRarelyRarelyRarely            5555----    NeverNeverNeverNever    

_____ Passive Park UsagePassive Park UsagePassive Park UsagePassive Park Usage – walking, picnicking, fishing, walking dogs, flying kites, relaxing with friends, bird watching 

_____ A Special EventA Special EventA Special EventA Special Event – 5K Run/Walk, bike ride, street games, Main Street event, fireworks on 4th of July 

_____ Individual ActivityIndividual ActivityIndividual ActivityIndividual Activity – tennis, dog park, basketball, walking trail, playground, instructional program, gardening, boating 

_____ Senior ProgramsSenior ProgramsSenior ProgramsSenior Programs – Bingo, cards, shooting pool, dancing, classes, and wellness 

_____ CCCChhhhiiiillllddddrrrreeeennnn    ////    YYYYoooouuuutttthhhh    ProgramProgramProgramProgrammmmmiiiinnnngggg 

 

 

6. 6. 6. 6.     For each of the parks listed below, please indicate how often you and/or members of your household have 

visited in the past year: 

 
Parks & FacilitiesParks & FacilitiesParks & FacilitiesParks & Facilities            1111----5 times5 times5 times5 times                                    6666----11 times       11 times       11 times       11 times           12 or more            None            Not aware of this park12 or more            None            Not aware of this park12 or more            None            Not aware of this park12 or more            None            Not aware of this park    
    

Bea Thompson Park   ______             ______             ______             ______              ______ 

Blair Park    ______             ______             ______             ______              ______ 

Carolina Wren Park   ______             ______             ______             ______              ______ 

Cater’s Lake   ______             ______             ______             ______              ______ 

Darwin Wright Park   ______             ______             ______             ______              ______ 

D. B. Walker Park   ______             ______             ______             ______              ______ 

Greeley Park   ______             ______             ______             ______              ______ 

Linley Park   ______             ______             ______             ______              ______ 

Recreation Center   ______             ______             ______             ______              ______ 

Southwood Park   ______             ______             ______             ______              ______ 

St. Francis Park   ______             ______             ______             ______              ______ 

Watson Park   ______             ______             ______             ______              ______ 

Westside Community Center Park ______             ______             ______             ______              ______ 

 

 

7.7.7.7. Please indicate if any of the following prevent you and/or members of your household from using Anderson 

parks, facilities or trails.  Please check all that apply. 

 
Inadequate transportation           _____  Not interested in recreation      _____     Cost                  _____ 

Not aware of facilities available   _____  Poor maintenance of facilities  _____     Lack of time       _____ 

Accessibility concerns (architectural, wheelchair access)    _____ 

Belong to private organization that meets my recreation needs   _____ 

Lack of amenities – please explain  ________________________________________________________________ 
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8888....  How do you feel about the current facilitycurrent facilitycurrent facilitycurrent facility for fitnessfitnessfitnessfitness?  Please check appropriate response. 
 

    ExcellentExcellentExcellentExcellent                AdequateAdequateAdequateAdequate                        PoorPoorPoorPoor    

Cleanliness     _____      _____       _____ 

Number of Rooms     _____      _____       _____ 

Availability     _____      _____       _____ 

Parking      _____      _____       _____ 

 
Are there other classes you would like to see added to the schedule?  Please list: 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
 
 
9999....  How do you feel about the current facilitycurrent facilitycurrent facilitycurrent facility for athleticsathleticsathleticsathletics?  Please check appropriate response. 
 

    ExcellentExcellentExcellentExcellent                AdequateAdequateAdequateAdequate                        PoorPoorPoorPoor    

Cleanliness     _____      _____       _____ 

Room for Spectators    _____      _____       _____ 

Availability     _____      _____       _____ 

Parking      _____      _____       _____ 

 
 
10101010....    Do you travel outside Anderson to use other parks and recreation facilities?   

 Yes ( Yes ( Yes ( Yes (         ))))        No ( No ( No ( No (         ))))       If yes, where _____________________________________________ 
 
 If yes, please check the factors that influence your decision to use these other facilities: 
 (   ) They are closer to my residence 

 (   ) They offer facilities and/or programs that are not available in Anderson parks 

 (   ) They offer better quality facilities 

 (   ) I feel safer in their parks 

 (   ) Other:____________________________ 

 
 

11111111....    How far would you be willing to walk, drive or ride a bike to parks and recreation facilities if safe multi-use 

trails, sidewalks and on-road bicycle lanes were provided throughout the City?  (Check ONE choice per category)(Check ONE choice per category)(Check ONE choice per category)(Check ONE choice per category)    
    

    WalkWalkWalkWalk                DriveDriveDriveDrive                Ride a BikeRide a BikeRide a BikeRide a Bike    

 (   ) Would not walk   (   ) Would not drive   (   ) Would not bike 

 (   ) Up to 2 miles   (   ) Under 15 minutes  (   ) Up to 2 miles 

 (   ) 2-5 miles   (   ) 15-30 minutes   (   ) 2-5 miles 

     (   ) 30-45 minutes   (   ) 5-10 miles 

     (   ) 45+ minutes   (   ) 10+ miles 
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12121212....    Do you use recreation facilities offered by a private provider?   Yes ( Yes ( Yes ( Yes (         )   )   )   )       No ( No ( No ( No (         )))) 
 

 If yes, please specify:__________________________________________ 
 

 If yes, please check the factors that influence your decision to use these other facilities: 
 (   ) They are closer to my residence 

 (   ) They offer facilities that are not available in Anderson 

 (   ) They offer better quality facilities 

 (   ) Their programs are better operated than public recreation programs 

 (   ) I feel safer at their facilities 

 (   ) Other:____________________________ 

 
 

13131313....    Would you support the development of greenways with multi-use trails for pedestrians and bicyclists to 

connect parks, schools and neighborhood facilities throughout the City? Yes ( Yes ( Yes ( Yes (         ))))        No ( No ( No ( No (         ))))      
 
 

11114444....    Which method of funding for park land acquisition, greenway and park facility renovation and development 

would you prefer? 
 

 (   )  Borrow money to make necessary improvements and pay back over a 20 or 25-year period 

 (   )  Increase current millage rate to fund capital projects and increase programming on a pay-as-you-go approach 

 (   )  Combine borrowed funds with millage fund increase to construct a few large facilities quickly and add smaller  

  facilities to the system over time 

 (   )  Increase lodging tax to support larger facilities that will draw non-residents to Anderson for special events and  

  tournaments 

 (   )  Build more facilities that generate revenue 

 (   )  I do not support any increase in funding 
 
 
11115555....    Please write in the appropriate number if you 1111----agreeagreeagreeagree, 2222----disagreedisagreedisagreedisagree, or 3333----do not knowdo not knowdo not knowdo not know about the following 

statements: 

_____ Recreation facilities and parks are well maintained  _____ The City should build a multi-purpose community center 

_____ Parks are well-distributed throughout the city  _____ I feel safe when visiting a park or recreational facility 

_____ Additional sport fields are needed  _____ I feel that I have a good access to a park 

_____ Additional meeting/program space is needed  _____ I am willing to be a volunteer for recreation programs 

 _____ Existing facilities need to be renovated  _____ Recreation activities and programs are well supervised 

_____ Sports leagues are well organized  _____ Other:___________________________________ 

_____ Recreation facilities and parks are well supervised 

_____ Advertisements about upcoming events and programs are adequate 

_____ I am able to contact parks and recreation officials for information easily 

_____ Compared to other priorities (public safety, streets, utilities, schools), parks and recreation is important to a community 

_____ I understand the role of Anderson Parks and Recreation department for our community 
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16161616....    Do you feel current marketing efforts by the Anderson Parks and Recreation department keeps you and your 

family informed on the recreation program opportunities?     Yes ( Yes ( Yes ( Yes (         )       )       )       )       NoNoNoNo    ( ( ( (         ))))     
 
 

17171717....    Please indicate which of the following ways you currentlycurrentlycurrentlycurrently as well as preferpreferpreferprefer to get information about Anderson 

Parks and Recreation department events and programs: 

 
                                CurrentlyCurrentlyCurrentlyCurrently        PreferPreferPreferPrefer    

 City of Anderson website        (   )    (   ) 

 Flyers          (   )    (   ) 

 Direct Mail pieces         (   )    (   ) 

 Banner signs in parks        (   )    (   ) 

 Local newspapers         (   )    (   ) 

 Local television channels        (   )    (   ) 

 Local radio stations         (   )    (   ) 

 Facebook, Twitter or other social media       (   )    (   ) 

 City schools (flyers, e-newsletter, play guide, etc)      (   )    (   ) 

 Email          (   )    (   ) 

 Text messages         (   )    (   ) 

 Word of mouth         (   )    (   ) 

 Other: _________________________      (   )    (   ) 

 
 

11118888....    Would you like to receive a monthly or quarterly newsletter via email to inform you and your family of 

upcoming programs and special events? 
 

 MonthlyMonthlyMonthlyMonthly        Yes (  Yes (  Yes (  Yes (      )      )      )      )          No (   ) No (   ) No (   ) No (   )             QuarterlyQuarterlyQuarterlyQuarterly        Yes (  Yes (  Yes (  Yes (      )     )     )     )         No (   ) No (   ) No (   ) No (   )     

 
 

19191919....    How long have you lived in Anderson? 

 (   ) 0 – 5 years  (   ) 11 – 20 years 

 (   ) 6 – 10 years  (   ) Over 20 years 

 
 
20202020....    Do you live within the City limits?          Yes ( Yes ( Yes ( Yes (         )      )      )      )      No ( No ( No ( No (         ))))        

 
 

21212121....    Please indicate your gender and age:    (   ) Male      (   ) Female 

 (   ) 14 and under      (   ) 25 - 34            (   ) 45 – 54       (   ) 65 – 74 

 (   ) 15 - 24      (   ) 35 - 44            (   ) 55 – 64       (   ) 75+ 
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22222222....    Which of the following best describes your household? 

 (   ) Single    (   ) Couple with children 

 (   ) Couple with no children   (   ) Couple with children but they do not live at household 

 (   ) Single-parent household with children (   ) Other: __________________________________ 
 

 If you have children at home, how many children do you have in each of the following age groups? 

 _____ Under 5 years of age  _____ 5 to 11 years of age  _____ 12 to 19 years of age 

 
 

23232323....    What is your total annual household income? 

 (   ) Under $20,000 

 (   ) $20,000 - $34,999 
 (   ) $35,000 - $49,999 
 (   ) $50,000 - $74,999 
 (   ) $75,000 - $99,999 
 (   ) Over $100,000 

 
 
24242424....    Please check your current housing status: 

 (   ) Home Owner  (   ) Renter 

 

 

End of Survey 
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Anderson Recreation Center 

User Survey 

 

We thank you in advance for your assistance in filling out this survey. The information that you 

provide to us will be kept completely confidential. Please return the completed form to the 

registration office or to any staff member. 

 

Please mark the best response to each question below. 

 

1) How would you describe your race or ethnicity? 

___ African American ___ Latino (a)   ___ Caucasian 

___ Asian  ___ Native American  ___ Other 

 

2) What is your Gender? 

 ___ Male ___ Female 

 

3) Do you live inside the City Limits of Anderson?    _____Yes         ______No 

 

4) How would you rate the Hours of operation? 

 ___ Excellent   ___ Good  ___ Average 

 ___ Below Average   ___ Poor 

 

5) How often do you visit the Recreation Center? 

 ___ Daily   ___ Once a week or more  ___ 2−3 Times a month 

 ___ Once a month  ___ Every 2−3 Months   ___ 2−3 Times a year 

 

6) Would you recommend the Center to others?  _____Yes        ______No _____Maybe 
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7) What is your primary reason for patronizing the Anderson Recreation Center? Please  

check all that apply 

 ___ Youth Classes ___ Adult Sports  ___ Fitness Classes      ___ Fitness Equipment 

 ___ Walking Track  ___ Basketball Courts    ___ Other 

 

8) The Recreation center staff is knowledgeable and professional. I... 

___ Strongly Agree    ___ Somewhat Agree 

___ Neither Agree or Disagree ___ Somewhat disagree  ___ Strongly Disagree 

 

9) In thinking about your most recent experience with a Anderson Recreation Center  

Staff member was the quality of customer service you received... 

 __ Superior     __ Very Satisfactory  ___ About Average 

 __ Somewhat Unsatisfactory  __ Very Poor 

 

10) Considering the value of the program you paid for, was it: 

 ___ An exceptional value, worth more than you paid for it 

 ___ A good value, worth about what you paid for it. 

 ___ A poor value, worth less than you paid for it. 

 

11) Are there any programs that we are not offering that you would like to see offered? 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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12) What recommendations would you offer for improving our programs? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

13) What recommendations would you offer for improving the Recreation Center facility? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14) Overall I am very satisfied with the Recreation Center’s Programs. 

___ Strongly Agree    ___ Somewhat Agree 

___ Neither Agree or Disagree  ___ Somewhat disagree  ___ Strongly Disagree 

 

15) The Recreation Center is making a positive contribution to my and my child’s life. 

___ Strongly Agree    ___ Somewhat Agree 

___ Neither Agree or Disagree  ___ Somewhat disagree  ___ Strongly Disagree 

 

16) Would you recommend the Anderson Recreation Center to others? 

 ___ Definitely  ___ Probably  

 ___ Probably Not  ___ Definitely Not 

 

17) If asked, I would volunteer for park events or be a Park Advisory Board Member at the 

Anderson Recreation Center. 

 ___ Definitely  ___ Most Likely Yes  ___ Maybe 

 ___ Most Likely no  ___ Definitely Not 

If you would like to be contacted about becoming a volunteer or Park Advisory Board member 
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please list your Name and Telephone # ____________________________________________ 

 

18) Are there any other comments about the Anderson Recreation Center you would like 
to add? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

We thank you for all your comments!. Anderson Recreation Center looks forward to serving this 

community for many years to come. Should you have any other comments, please feel free to 

contact the park office at (864) 231−2232. 



 

Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2017    A iii.1 

 

 

 



 

Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2017    A iii.2  

 

 



 

Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2017      A iii.3 
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